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From the Editor

We need articles and advertisements to 
support our issues in 2023.  

This is your invitation to participate!

January/February 2023
Women in the Hobby

deadline Jan 1

March/April 2023
Show Reports 

November/December 2023
Old German Owls

If you need more information, email  
staff@purebredpigeon.com or call  

615-851-9674 Thanks!! 

Congratulations to the National West of England Tumbler Club 
on their 50th Anniversary! As you will see in their feature, there is a 
lot to love in the West breed – loads of colors, good fertility, great par-
enting skills and an active and energetic club willing to help you get 
started or make the leap to new colors or more competitive breeding 
stock. Thanks to Jay Turner for spearheading this feature!

On a somewhat somber note, as pigeon fanciers I feel we have 
really had to learn to “roll with the punches” and it seems they just 
keep coming. First we heard the National was canceled due to Avian 
Flu – so many of us diverted out attention to other shows including 
the Iowa State Pigeon Association’s Pigeons on the Prairie in Des 
Moines. It sounded like it was going to be a fantastic show with over 
40 breeds holding specialty meets. Well, the Avian Flu went there as 
well and they had to cancel as well. I believe some of the Canadian 
show have been impacted, too. But Pigeon Fanciers are a tough bunch 
and I know we will come through this intact!

There are still shows to enter. Please go to the Events Calen-
dar and you will see many shows still available. I plan on being at two 
of them and possibly more.  

Hope you enjoy the issue!

Upcoming Issues in 
Purebred Pigeon

mailto:staff@purebredpigeon.comor
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Chinese Owl - milky bar OC 509 Richard Holmberg Pomeranian Pouter - Red Pied OC Matt Williams

Saxon Pouter - black white bar YH 909 Beals & Gardner

Rocky Mountain 
Fanciers Summit

By Layne Gardner, Springville, Utah

Photos by Layne Gardner from various recent shows

Kishki - yellow Mzahar YH 2418 Keaton Taylor
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West of England Tumbler - Andalusian OC 7507 Matt Matuska

LFCL Tumbler - cream bar YC 806 Bill Cook

I’m sure we were all surprised when we learned that we 
wouldn’t be able to hold the 2023 National Pigeon Association 
Grand National this coming January. What a disappointment! 
I really enjoyed attending the previous two Amarillo Nationals 
and was looking forward to yet another. 

Rather than have an empty spot in our show calendar, the 
Utah Pigeon Club leadership has arranged for a replacement 
show on the same dates. However, this show will only be a two 
day show instead of three days. Put these dates on your calen-
dar: January 20-21, 2023.

We have a growing number of specialty clubs who are 
holding either their national meet or a regional meet at this 
show. The name of the show? Rocky Mountain Fanciers Sum-
mit! Held in the Rocky Mountains, the site of the show will be 
at the Golden Spike Event Center in Ogden, Utah, 1000 1200 W 
Street Ogden, Utah 84404, building 3. I have been to this facil-
ity and it will be great for the show with plenty of room so you 
can have a good judging area as well as room to put out some 
chairs to relax and visit with friends. And we invite specialty 
clubs to contact Josh Zilles at (435)890-2733 or jzilles@ymail.

Dragoon - blue grizzle YH 9 Gene Greenfield

Show Oriental Roller - Andalusian OH 11 Edin Tatarevic
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Show Racing Homer-  red check OC 2342 Jim Cain

com to see about holding either a national meet or a regional meet 
at the show.

We can only guess how many entries we will have for this 
show but since we usually have about 1500 pigeons at our local 
show, the Salt Lake Premier, we would expect to have similar num-

bers or perhaps even more. There is plenty of room in the facility 
to hold a very large show.

The host hotel for the show is the Hilton Garden Inn, 2271 S 
Washington Blvd, Ogden, UT 84401 Phone: 801-399-2000 Group 
Discounted Rate $125 per night using code UPC23. The hotel is 

Helmet MFCR - Red YC 609 Steve Mitchell
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Indian Fantail - tailmark YC 4212 Max Long Classic Frill - black lace Satinette OC 411 James Jensen

about 5 miles from the Event Center and there are many restaurants 
in the area.

There is also an option to ship birds via the post office to: Hunt-
er Siggard 495 South 800 West Lewiston, Utah 84320 801-592-2534. 
The birds need to be shipped by Tuesday January 17th. They will be 

shipped back on Monday January 23rd but in the meantime will be 
fed and watered. If you have any questions, call Hunter.

The Utah Pigeon Club is one of the oldest clubs in the U.S. and 
has a long history of hosting pigeon shows, going back to the early 
1900s. With the wealth of experience behind us we expect to host 
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German Double Crested Trumpeter - red white bar OC 424 Mike CobbCauchois - bronze check OC 2124 Terry Gier

African Owl - white OC 413 Orrie MooreHamburg Sticken-  ice blue bar OH 2617 Art Carte
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Bavarian Pouter - blue bar YC 930 Beals & Gardner American Show Racer - dark blue check YC 1027 Mark Lingle

this replacement show for the National that will 
provide an excellent experience for all involved. 
If you’ve attended the Premier Show in Novem-
ber you know what I’m talking about.

Take a look at your calendar and make 
plans to join with us January 20-21, 2023 for the 
Rocky Mountain Fanciers Summit. Help us make 
this a show to remember. See you there!•
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By Lynn Watson
There are a myriad of things to collect in the 

pigeon world. Among those that I collect are pigeon 
business cards. My very first pigeon business card 
came from the famous Los Angeles Pigeon Club 
President George Neuerburg of North Hollywood, 
California. 

My introduction to George came quite by 
chance. A teenage buddy of mine from San Clem-
ente went to the Pomona Fair one September. The 
Los Angeles Pigeon Club had a booth there. My 
friend picked up a brochure on joining the LAPC and 
then shared that with me. I decided to join the LAPC 
and soon I began receiving club bulletins where I 
read about the famous Andrews Hardware Store. 
Since I couldn’t drive as I was only 15 years old I de-
cided that I would take a bus to Los Angeles – quite 
a trip for such a young boy. That day at Andrews 
Hardware I was fortunate to meet Mr. Andrews, I. W. 
Metcalf and Ray Peel. There I was able to purchase 
several of the world famous Pageant of Pigeons 
marked catalogs. In the club bulletins and catalogs I 
noticed that George Neuerburg had Scandaroons –  a 
breed I wanted desperately. 

The same day as my trip to Andrews Hardware 

My Start With Collecting Pigeon Business Cards
I continued on by bus to North Hollywood where 
I was greeted by the goateed Neuerburg. When I 
left Chandler Boulevard that day I not only had a 
pair of Scandaroons but a treasured business card 
from George. To this day, over 50 years later, I still 
have that card. This was the very beginning of my 
collecting pigeon business cards. 
Collection Has Grown to Over 200 

Once I could drive to shows my collecting 
took off. By the 1970s I was able to add more 
cards to my collection. Among the early famous 
fancier’s card I was able to accumulate belonged 
to: Bill Hague, Dean Heisel, Jerry Fussells, Paul 
Platz, Johnny Blaine, and Bob Nolan. Along the 
way during my many years of collecting, I treasure 
ones from Karlheinz Sollfrank, Sieglinde Tate, 
Dick Krueger, Art Carte, and Jim Moyer the most. 

As the years pass away these cards have 
become more sentimental to me as so many of 
these people have died. These cards bring back 
fond memories of these famous fanciers. Hope you 
enjoy looking at the cards and perhaps they will 
bring back fond memories of these people for you.• 
(To see more of Lynn Watson’s collection of business 
cards, see our Sep/October 2022 issue, page 30)
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By Chuck Oshaben
I never remember not having pigeons in my life. My Dad told me at age 

four, I could hand feed a youngster as well as any pair of birds. A good bit 
of my childhood was spent either in the coops, watching the birds exercise, 
spending Friday at shipping night or – of course, waiting on race day. May 
sound crazy, but I loved helping maintain our birds. Breeding season was a 
major event for me each year. Seemed like it would take a month for those first 
rounds of eggs to hatch. 

By the way, my name is Chuck Oshaben and my Dad was Ed Oshaben.
My Dad was a collector of strains. In Cleveland, each of his breeder 

lofts would house one family of birds only. I can still picture his Hansenne 
section. Some almost powder blue in color, some splashes and all beautiful. 
With tight feather, shortened beaks and some still sporting a frill. A true 
breeder of perfection.

I remember in the 1960s my dad returned from the airport with a 
wooden crate full of Huysken Van Riels from 
Dr. Whitney. Half of the White City Homing 
Club membership showed up to see them. 
Fooling with Sions during that time, he had 
the old Foster’s, which I tried to locate later in 
life with no luck and he also had his Bastins 
to name a few. But my Dads focus were his 
Trentons. 

 The Trentons are the First American 
Strain, sometimes called the Bright Eye 
Strain or also the Old Waxbills. They were 
developed back in 1886 by Conrad Mahr by 
crossing the Offerman strain, which were 
handled by an Irish flyer named McCluthian, 
to birds from Henri Soffle. The McCluthian 
birds were descendants from the old ship 
birds that were used even back to the 1850s. 
These birds were tasked to deliver estimated 
arrival times and news from sailing cargo 
ships, basically as a dependable form of ship 

to shore communication. They were required to travel distances though 
rough weather and open waters. Which should tell you that these birds were 
bred with a high degree of endurance excellence.

 The success of the young Conrad Mahr and his newly developed Tren-
tons rapidly exploded! In fact, in his early days he received much grief and 
ridicule from the older and more established club members of the time. His 
birds were constantly in the winner circle and were responsible for estab-
lishing such records as the FIRST 500-mile day bird, 600 mile day bird, 700 
mile day bird and were the birds that repeatedly excelled in the 1,000 mile 
races, some completing over 1,300 plus miles in record time. The mating of 
the cock-bird known as Trenton 137 to his niece Bright Eye were responsible 
for producing over twenty-five 500-mile day-birds alone. 

 Besides developing an incredible strain of record winning pigeons, 
Conrad was able to totally comprehend the importance of giving his birds 
yet one more reason to return home, and that was by creating a love-of-loft 
atmosphere in his coops. He truly was a knowledgeable handler and well 
ahead of his time. Thanks to his Trentons, Conrad’s reputation grew like 
wildfire and solidified his name in Pigeon History.

Growing 
up 

Trenton
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an amazingly short time. Almost as 
if my Dad did a Vulcan mind meld on 
her. This was a Godsend for all the 
family. Laurie continued breeding and 
maintaining our Trentons and her 
knowledge grew as well as the list of 
people that continued a following for 
our birds. She was highly effective in 
corresponding with those who flew and 
loved my Dad’s Trentons.

 During all these happenings I was 
well into my career with the Nation-
al Park Service. At the time, I was 
continuing in the footsteps of my Dad 
with one heck of a collection of birds. 
Sions, (both Hietzmans and Fenoyers), 
Gurnays, Hansennes and of course, 
our Trentons. Thanks to my job I lived 
in many States and in some unique 
locations and always kept my pigeons 
with me. I spent eleven years down in 
Key Largo, Florida. It was beautiful and 
tropical and an awesome place to keep 
birds. There was only one other Racing 

Pigeon guy that lived down there and, of course, we became good 
friends. He was a truly knowledgeable pigeon guy and basically 
made the World of Racing Pigeons his whole life. He had no wife, 
no kids, just pigeons and was damn good at it. Add that to a hardy 
appetite for beer and he had it made! Since there was no club down 
there, he would breed birds and send them out to money races. But 
he missed handling his own loft of birds so eventually he moved 
back up to Pennsylvania and, when he did, he took some Oshaben 

Trentons with him.
 His first year with his young-bird 

Trentons was not what he was expect-
ing. They were pretty much the last 
birds home from even a thirty-mile 
training toss, sometimes not showing 
up till the next day. One day he called 
me, and I could tell he had a few too 
many beers. He proceeded to tell me my 
birds were crap and not worth the feed 
they ate. Well of course that immedi-
ately ended a long-time friendship. 
Years passed, and my phone rang and 
unknowingly I just answered. I heard 
someone say, “Chuck, please do not 
hang up.” Yes, it was my old buddy and 
he was calling to inform me he took the 
I.F. (International Federation) Old Bird 
Hall of Fame and not only was calling to 
apologize but to thank me because he 
won the 500 and 600 with some of the 
Oshaben Trenton bloodline. It was nice 

 My Dad started with them back 
in the 1930s and acquired a good bit of 
them from guys that purchased directly 
from Conrad Mahr, the founder of the 
strain. My Dad never lost interest or 
strayed from them and relied on his 
other strains for young bird and short 
(100 to 300-mile) races. His love was 
the 500 and 600 milers. 

 He joined the A.U. (American 
Racing Pigeon Union) in 1938 and es-
tablished a good name up in the Cleve-
land area. Then at age 50, he decided to 
move 90 miles south to a 60-acre farm 
in Lisbon Ohio, complete with horses, 
cattle, duck, geese, peacocks and of 
course, his pigeons.

 Joining a new club and not having 
much to show for the first few years 
of racing was hard for him. The guys 
would say, “Hey Ed, this is a Racing 
Club, not a fancy club,” picking on his 
Velvets, Reds, Red Mottles and the oc-
casional Yellows. By the third year his 
Trentons showed their true colors and the teasing came to an end!

 Throughout the years my Dad continued with racing but was not 
what I call a hard-core racer by any means. Minimal training, a less 
than basic feeding regiment consisting mainly of shelled corn from our 
fields mixed with wheat or oats and a zero-medication program. Yet he 
still succeeded in what was important to him and that was flying the 
distance races. All his birds would have to fly the 500 before it would 
go to the breeders’ loft. Having a bird that flew 18 times from 500 miles 
or higher and having 600-mile day 
birds. Even towards the end, having 
AU-1020-LIS-95 winning two 500’s and 
a 600-mile race and then go on to win 
Champion Trenton at the American 
Trenton Breeders convention/show of 
2000.

 Hours before his debilitating 
stroke, the morning of the 16th of Sep-
tember, he woke and wrote his story 
of how he started with his Trentons. 
After all the chaos and confusion of 
that early morning my Mom saw my 
Dad’s notebook and pen placed upon 
her always immaculate kitchen table. It 
was still opened to the pages that told 
his story! 

 My Dad passed away in No-
vember of 2002. My youngest sister 
Laurie stepped in to care for his Birds. 
Strangely enough she became incred-
ibly knowledgeable with pigeons in 
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to mend old wounds.
 Sorry for being so long 

winded but basically this is the 
truth of the Trentons. They are 
a slow maturing bird and not 
a bird for the handler that is 
looking for quick results. Every 
now and then you will get a 
youngster that totally stands 
out, but for the most part 
they are their best as three 
years old or older. We won a 
500-mile race in Lisbon, Ohio 
with a nine-year-old cock. 
At one time the old-bird 500 
milers were revered and gave 
you bragging rights for a good 
bit of time. Those were the 
days when weather predic-
tions were as reputable as our 
politics of today. Birds would have to fly though rain, snow, and wind. 
Truly the days of the Trentons! Somewhat different than the highly 
prized and desired young-bird money races of today. Why invest time 
with birds that are not bred to compete in fair weather young-bird 
race? Could be you may have a smash race and the slow and steady 
Trenton still comes through, many a handler has benefited from the 
Trentons on maintaining their average speed.

 Since I am rambling, which I have been known to do, I will tell 
you of an incident that happened years ago. I was at a combine dinner 
at a club on the East Coast of Florida. It was the night before their 
300-mile band race. My friend Jay Holder introduced me as the son of 
Ed Oshaben. Later that evening, I was approached by one of the club 
members and he told me he had purchased four Oshaben Trenton’s 
and was not at all impressed with them. I asked him what the problem 
was, and he stated he bought the birds because his wife wanted some 
color added to his flock. Two of the birds were Red Mottles and were 
some of the first to be picked off by the hawks – which is a true state-
ment. When you have a flock of all uniformed colored birds, hawks 
will go after the odd bird out. I asked about the other two and he 
stated he rang their necks because as young birds they were not worth 
keeping. Not all handlers take the time and have the determination 
to harvest the rewards from a bird’s full potential, those that do make 
a name for themselves and their birds. To the respect of the gentle-
man I met that evening, he had the right to handle his birds his own 
way. I did not catch his name and honestly, I am sure he will remain 
unknown!

 Basically, the point that I am trying to make with my stories are 
that so many people judge the Trenton strain before the birds have 
time to prove themselves. We have all heard that to be successful at 
racing pigeons, it comes down to Birds, Location and Handler. I have a 
friend who flew the Philadelphia area many years ago. He was shy one 
homer hen, so he allowed his homer cock-bird to pair up with a roller, 
mainly just to keep peace in the loft. For the heck of it he banded a 
pair of youngsters and would train them out with his young bird team. 

One youngster never made 
it past 50 miles. The other, 
which was a petite little hen, 
ended up winning two 100 
miles races and one 200-mile 
race. So, back to the three 
factors of successful racing. 
Birds, Location and Handler. 
In my opinion, that proves 
that the Handler is the 
MOST important factor in 
that equation.

 With all this rambling 
that is flying from my typi-
cally ignored keyboard about 
pigeon stories and my years 
with Oshaben Trentons, 
I will say I am extremely 
proud of my Dad’s birds. 
They are amazing represen-

tatives of a True Trenton. Still, they are not without fault. Probably 
the number one problem would be, to be successful, they need to be 
in the loft of a seasoned and knowledgeable handler that will take the 
time to allow them to be what they were bred for. 

 For all those years my Dad maintained not only the same strain 
but the same bloodline of this remarkable family of birds. The blood/
bloodline of the birds I still maintain can be traced back to the same 
birds he kept as a young boy. Unlike most young men and their pigeons 
my Dad never had a break from his birds. He did not abandon them 
during his late teens or even later with the marriage of my Mother 
and raising six kids. The closest he came was when he tried to enlist 
during WW2, but due to a lifelong effect from an eye injury he received 
as a young child he was not eligible for service. Instead, he had his loft 
certified with the military so he could donate birds to the effort.

 I am very proud to report that my Dad was the 2021 recipient for 
the A.U. Breeder Elite award honoring him for his unique abilities and 
dedication to the Racing Pigeon Sport and his many decades with his 
Oshaben Trentons.

 Throughout my life I have found myself arguing and defending 
the existence of a pure Trenton but, through the years and the bore-
dom of battling detractors and critics, I have decided to just let them 
foolishly ramble on. For me, all I need to do is walk into my loft every 
day and know they exist!

 After my Dad’s passing, we heard from pigeon guys all over 
the world. I was surprised to hear from enthusiasts in Australia that 
referred to my Dad as the “keeper of the strain”. In fact, they did a 
story about my Dad and featured his birds in a 2005 Australian Racing 
Pigeon Journal as well as one in the British Homing World magazine.

 There are so many factors that make up a Trenton. Unfortu-
nately, to some it means a yellow pigeon!!! Wrong. Color can be a 
factor but mostly it is in the bird’s body confirmation. They have a 
long cast deep keeled body, long wing, broad flights with a noticeable 
step in-between the primary and secondary flights. A pearl eye with 
a pronounced eye cere and healthy wattle as well as an amber beak. 
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Even in flight they have a different gate 
to the snap of their wing. As for the color, 
they are totally unique. As my Dad would 
say, “...some have colors there are no name 
for.” Probably the easiest way to categorize 
them would be to say, no matter what color 
you may have in your own loft, just add a 
Smoke or slate equation to them. A blue 
bar, blue check and a red check in a Trenton 
would be and smokie or a slate. Even my solid 
blacks are black smokes. In my opinion, a 
good mahogany/plum velvet would be the 
poster child for a True Trenton.

 The Trentons still have a small 
following. Some keep them for racing and 
do quite well, others love their history, 
and their unique qualities. Of course, I still 
maintain our Trentons and hopefully will 
continue to do so for years to come.

 This year we have an active American Trenton Breeders member 
who is hosting an All Trenton Five Year Challenge one loft race. This 
unique series, a 300, 400 and 500 mile race will allow our Trentons to 
be judged in competition the way they were bred for. Hopefully this 
race will spark more of an interest for these amazing birds.

 My thanks to Jimmy Schaberl for also maintaining, respecting, 
and representing the Oshaben Trentons. I go back 60 plus years with 
Jimmy. His Dad Ernie and my Dad were pigeon buddies back in the 

early 1930s. His love and knowledge for 
these birds are unequaled. 

 I am toward the end of my article, 
and I am finally asking myself what was 
the purpose of all my rambling? I have no 
secrets, no tricks that could help in today’s 
world of pigeon racing; I have no pills, 
no powders, no potions to add to today’s 
medication list that would already make 
the Mayo Clinic envious! 

 There is a zero chance that I am 
trying to start a Trenton renaissance. They 
have had their day in the sun and their 
place in history. Most handlers of today 
would not benefit from the Trentons and 
equally, our Trentons would not benefit 
from today’s handlers. Like many of us 
retirees, I guess I just felt like reminiscing. 

 One last thing – we have an incredibly unique hobby. We are 
truly fortunate to have the guidance, assistance, and protection we 
receive from the A.U., I.F. and National Pigeon Association pigeon 
organizations. So, support those who support us!

 For those of you that may have an interest in learning more 
about our “First American Strain” please visit the American Trenton 
Breeders web site at https://americantrenton.com/ .

Thanks, Chuck Oshaben - True Trentons since 1938
chuckoshaben@gmail.com

https://americantrenton.com/
mailto:chuckoshaben@gmail.com
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Breed of the Issue - West of England Tumblers

50 Years of the 
National West of England Tumbler Club

By Josh Zilles - NWOETC President

T his year marks the 50th Anniversary of the National 
West of England Tumbler Club. This is a milestone 
marker and a big achievement for a specialty club. We 

are very grateful for those founding members of our club and 
the current members that help to keep our club up and going.

The National West of England Tumbler Club has helped to 
support its members and the breed over the last 50 years and 
there are a few things that set this club and breed apart from 
all the other clubs and breeds.

First, the West of England Tumbler is a beautiful breed 
of pigeon that comes in all colors of good quality. Each color 
is vibrant and really stands out from colors in other breeds. 
The West of England Tumbler is also a breed that raises it own 
young and are good parents.

Second, the members in this club and breed make a 
difference. There is no other club in the United States that has 
as good comradery as our club. When I was a new breeder to 
the club, I had some poor to average quality West of England 
Tumblers. Shortly after joining the club, I met Matt Matuska. 

He took me under his wing and helped me to get a few pair of 
high-quality West of England Tumblers. These are the kind of 
things that make a big difference. Every club member that I 
know of has helped each other and especially new members to 
obtain high quality breeders for the next year. Each time the 
National West of England Tumbler Club has a meet and gets 
together, it is like a family reunion. We each get to catch up, 
swap stories, and swap birds to help each other improve our 
own family of birds. 

This club has become a family that is always welcoming 
new members and helping them get started in the West of 
England Tumbler Family. We are always looking out for one 
another and a win for one is a win for all. There is tight compe-
tition and amazing comradery and that is what sets the West 
of England Tumbler and the National West of England Tumbler 
Club apart from all other clubs. 

We send out an invite to any interested to contact one of 
our many members or a club officer so you can start breeding 
one of the best breeds in the hobby. •

50th Year Anniversary Plaque created by Bob Christman
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West of Englands
A Few Tips for 

Success
By Josh Zilles

I have been breeding West of England Tumblers now for 22 years. 
The West of England Tumbler is the first breed of pigeons I started 
raising. I have always loved this breed of pigeon and am excited to 

be part of the history of this breed and club here in America. 
I started with three pair of Wests. I would like to share a few of 

the things I learned that made a difference when I started raising 
West of England Tumblers. 

Wests are great breeders and are good parents to their young. 
I have always enjoyed them for this reason. I usually keep 8 to 10 
pair to breed each year and they range in a few colors from Almond, 
Lavender, Black and Brander Bronze. I love working with my birds and 
seeing the improvements I can make each year. In Idaho I have to deal 
with multiple factors when it comes to breeding my birds and usually 
don’t start breeding until March each year so that I don’t lose as many 
babies due to cold weather. Since I start so late in the year breeding, I 
usually breed until July in order to produce enough babies to move me 
to the next level for the following year. 

A few things that have worked great for me when it comes 
to producing a good quality West of England are the following. 
Make sure when you select your breeding pairs that you have 
birds that carry good station traits. This one thing I always look 
for in my breeding pairs for next year. I firmly believe that good 
station in a bird is bred and not trained and if you select that 
trait, you will have more success in the show room. 

Next it is important that you have a good environment for 
your birds to condition and get ready for shows. It is important 
that you don’t overcrowd your birds. I like to use lollipop perches 
to keep my bird’s muffs and tails in better condition. I also like to 
bathe my birds regularly to keep their feathers in better condition.

West of England Tumblers are fairly easy to breed and 
there is a lot of good breeding stock in the United States. Most 
members can get a new breeder started with a few quality pairs. 
Everyone has the chance of breeding a champion and its import-
ant that you always try your best. I was told when I first started 
that it cost the same amount to feed a champion as it does a 
poor-quality bird, so always keep champions. I feel that it’s im-
portant to always keep the best quality you can and then work on 
adding birds to improve that quality.

These are just a few tips I have learned over the years breed-
ing pigeons in Idaho and what I do may not work for everyone. 

I hope everyone will consider breeding Wests in the future 
and joining the National West of England Tumbler Club. •
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A Return to  
the Breed 

“West of England 
Tumblers” 

By Jim Vines, Greenwood, Arkansas

I have been raising pigeons since 1966 as a 12-year old boy in San 
Jose, California. I can hardly remember a time in my life that 
the pigeon hobby was not present in my mind and in my heart, 

even when some segments of time didn’t allow for it, like when I 
was a USAF-PJ and deployed. But even then, my birds were kept at 
my mentor’s house, Carl Ewert, in a spare loft for safe keeping.

I first became introduced to West of England Tumbers by my 
long-time friend, Gary Severe. After being discharged from the 
military in 1980, I moved my family to Greenwood, Arkansas where 
church was something that Gary and I had in common, and it was 
how we were first introduced. Soon we realized that we had another 
common interest – pigeons. Gary was a Roller guy first and foremost 
at the time, but after a few years he had acquired a few different 
breeds which included a very beautiful group of baldhead Wests. I 
was a long-time Modena guy with an additional interest in Racing 
Homers, but I found these Wests to be very intriguing. My oldest 
son, Jeff, about 8 years old at the time, showed an interest in them 
while we were visiting Gary’s loft. So Gary hooked him up with a 
few pair of Red Bar and Cream Bar Balds to take home. Gary taught 
Jeff some of the finer points of the breed when Jeff and I would visit 
Gary’s loft, and at home I helped Jeff decipher the standard and 
apply it to putting his pairs together. 

After a few years of working with them in the breeding loft 
and attending a few local shows, Jeff and I took a road-trip to the 
1988 National Pigeon Association National in Peoria, Illinois. I had 
entered my Modenas as usual and Jeff entered a nice team of Wests 
consisting of Cream Bar Balds and Red Bar Balds. At the end of the 
day, Jeff had his first National Champion at age 11 with a Red Bar 
Bald young hen. I remember the West guys at the time being very 
gracious and made it all a very big deal for Jeff, especially Jimmy 
Krebaum and Gary Severe, and those are things one does not forget. 
This impressed me a great deal and I really liked this group of peo-
ple in the WOET breed. 

Then in 1991 Jeff and I flew out to the NPA National in Po-
mona, California, and Jeff repeated by winning a second National 
Champion with another Red Bar Bald West young hen, which was 
the offspring of the 1988 National Champion. When that occurred, 
I remember Jimmy Krebaum saying, “Okay now it’s not cute 
anymore.” I still laugh about that when the story is told.  In fact, 
Jimmy and I just recently reminisced about this event at the Cen-
tral California NWOETC Young Bird Show in Fresno in November 

2022, and had a good chuckle.  A couple of years passed after Jeff’s 
second National Champion, and Jeff gained an appreciation for 
the smell of gasoline and perfume and his pigeons were eventually 
passed on to other breeders.  

Then I became interested in Wests myself and wanted to add 
one more breed in addition to my Modenas, Show Racers, and Racer 
Homers. It was at the San Bernardino National that I was on a quest 
to buy Black Baldheads. They were my favorite color at that time 
and they simply were not available in Arkansas or anywhere in my 
area, and luckily they seemed to be in abundance at this show. I 
purchased a few pair from one Southern California breeder and I 
worked on them for a few years, but there were no other West breed-
ers in the four-state region where I typically showed, so I eventually 
lost interest and let them all go to a friend in Louisiana.  My other 
breeds were strong and competitive so that’s where my focus stayed.  

After judging Modenas at the 2011 Pageant of Pigeons, I 
returned home with the task of emptying my lofts after 45 years of 
breeding and developing a family of Blue patterned Modenas, as my 
wife was terminal with a pulmonary disease, and the pigeon dust 
and proteins on my clothes created serious complications for her. 

Jeff Vines with his 1988 National Champion West, a red bar 
bald young hen. Jeff was 11 years old. Below in 1991 Jeff took 
his second national championship with another red bar bald 

young hen, daughter of his 1988 hen.
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Black Mottle YH #1983 - Best Mottle and Reserve 
Champion at the  2021 National Young Bird show 

in Louisville

Andalusian YC #1984 - Best Patterned WOET 
at the 2021 NWOETC 2nd District show at 

ISPA in Des Moines

Best Young WOET at the 2021 2nd District 
NWOETC meet in Des Moines  - Black Mottle 

YC #3618

Vines with Jay Turner at the 2021 National Young Bird show in Louisville

Judge Jeff Wozniak at the 2021 2nd District NWOETC show in 
Des Moines

Best Patterned West at the 2022 National Young Bird 
Show in Louisville

Best Patterned West at the 2022 NPA National in Amarillo
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So, my son Jared and I went to the Shawnee Oklahoma all-breed 
show, with all of the Modenas that remained in my lofts, and Jared 
sold all of my birds for me while I kept myself distracted, away from 
the sale section. It was a tough day, but no regrets because it was 
done for the right reasons.

Ten years later my life situation had changed, but my love for 
the pigeon hobby remained. It was the 2020 show season when 
Covid was disrupting lives, and pigeon shows were being canceled 
and moved to new venues. My son, Jimmy, and I went to Opelou-
sas Louisiana to an all-breed show that the Southern All-breed 
Pigeon Club was hosting. There I met Jay Turner for the first time, 
and I spent most of my time there watching and listening to an 
old friend, Bill Henderson, judging the Wests and commenting on 
the birds. The fire rekindled in me for Wests and I ended up taking 
birds home from that show. Jeff Quebedeau and Dan Tucker both 
generously loaded me up with Black Selfs, Andalusians, and Black 
Mottles. Then a couple months later in January we had another 
show at the same venue due to the NPA National being canceled 
over COVID protocols, so I called Jay to inquire about purchasing 
some Wests at that show. Anyway, long story short, Jay was very 
helpful and made it possible for me to acquire several quality birds 
in Black Self, Andalusian, Barred and Barred Mottles in various col-
ors, and a few patterned Balds. Since then I have two good breeding 
seasons behind me and Wests are now a permanent part of my life 
going forward. I’ve been able to pick up a few more key barred birds 

from Terry Brechbill, a couple Black Selfs from Matt Matuska, and 
Reds, Yellows and Lemon from Jim Cooper and Jay Turner. I am 
very grateful for these guys in the hobby that go out of their way to 
help people returning to the breed with quality birds. If it wasn’t 
for people like these men, it would be easy to move on to a different 
breed. But these men have all made quality stock available at a fair 
price, and being competitive is what keeps interest and excitement 
for the breed and in the hobby. 

My favorite colors of Wests quite frankly are too many; I like 
them all. But I focus my efforts on my Black Self and Andalusian 
along with Mottles in those colors. To make it interesting and chal-
lenging I include modifiers like milky, reduced, and dilute, which 
allows me to have even more colors in the same color group. Then 
of course Mottles in those colors are appreciated and included in 
my loft, and I keep three or four in my breeding program. Then 
there are my barred Wests, specifically Silver, Blue, Khaki, Brown, 
and of course Indigo Bar, which is my personal favorite. Mottled 
Barred Wests are also very striking, and I keep a few of those as well.  
As if that wasn’t enough, I am working on Yellow and Lemon. I keep 
a few Reds in the mix, but only to help my Yellow and Lemon efforts. 
Obviously, there are countless other colors to choose from, and Bald-
heads in all of those variations as well. West of England Tumblers are 
truly a great color breed and the West people that I am acquainted 
with are the best. If you don’t have any Wests and are considering 
another breed, West of England Tumbers are a great choice. •

Remembering Chuck Zeller
By Jay Turner - Past President of the NWOETC

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Chuck Zeller in the 
summer of 2021. As most know, Chuck had been a fixture in 
the West breed for many years. Our hobby owes him a great 

debt for the work Chuck had done for the club and the breed all 
these years. His book alone is one of the best things that has ever 
happened to our club and the promoting of our breed, simply 
wonderful work. 

When I first got into the breed Chuck was a southern Califor-
nia guy working with the club on the West Coast. So naturally we 
did not correspond very much. But several years ago, Chuck left 
California and moved in with his son near Asheville, North Caroli-
na, a beautiful mountain area in the southeastern part of the coun-
try. Chuck became a southerner, lol, well not really but we were 
pleased to have him in our area. About this same time, I got elected 
to the club board and we began a friendship or should I say a rela-
tionship. As I would move up the ranks as a club officer, Chuck and 
I would have hundreds of conversations on how the club should be 
run and how the breed should evolve. And as one could imagine, 
these conversations rarely ended in an agreement. For you see, 
Chuck and I were from two different worlds, we saw things differ-
ently but this was never a bad thing. In fact, I think it helped me 
with the club business more than what most people would think. 

See Chuck was old school; he lived in the past and loved the birds 
and breeders from the past. I, on the other hand had only been 
in the breed 15 years. I knew nothing but the modern era of this 
breed. My job in this breed was to promote the modern West and to 
run a modern club. Chuck was quite the opposite. Not saying one 
way or the other is better for it’s not about that. What our rela-
tionship was about was the betterment of the hobby, a place where 
you can put old and new together. This club should be a place to 
remember your past, understanding your present without loosing 
sight of your future; just a good place to be, and I still believe that.

As I wound down my time as President of the club, I looked 
back on my time with many helpful members of our club. We have 
had a wonderful run with a great group. But I will remember Chuck 
the most I think, not because of a great friendship because I never 
thought it was that. But for a great relationship that was about 
respect, knowledge and the betterment of this breed. 

Chuck made me think, he forced me to be a better officer and 
to always question my breeding and the way I did things. He also 
helped me see both sides of the aisle and to be open minded about 
our past, present and future of the West breed. To say the least 
Chuck was difficult but I am thankful of our relationship and I will 
miss Chuck Zeller. •
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Adding Ice To 
West of Englands

By Terry Brechbill

I ’ve long appreciated the ice coloration. I’m also a big fan of toy stencil 
but on ice there just isn’t enough contrast to suit me.

About 20 years ago I bought an ice pigeon from the sale section at 
Des Moines. I thought moving it to Wests wouldn’t be terribly difficult. All I 
had to do was add pearl eyes, reduce the length of the muffs, get West type, 
eliminate the toy stencil and keep the ice color which was said to be a partial 
dominant. After three years I found that the difficulty of the project had been 
grossly under estimated. Longer full muffs and poor ice color haunted me. 
The good ice color seemed to be to be the result of multiple genes or perhaps 
one gene and several modifiers. I gave up on the project.

Four years ago I began to notice clean leg ice being shown with black 
bars and checks (forellen).  These also had superior ice color. I purchased a 
pair of black bars and a pair of forellen from Brian Goodwin in New Mexico. 
My plan was to produce pearl eyed muffed ice to use in future crossings. To 
do that I would make the initial cross and then mate F1 together saving those 
young that were muffed with pearl eyes. Some of these young F2s would be 
mated back to the ice and the process repeated. In a two year period I raised 
nearly 100 of these F2s and got 3 to work with. 

Simultaneously I would select F2s that had good ice color and breed 
back to purebred Wests or the F1s, working on type with the hope of fair ice 

color. As is often the case, plans changed, mostly based 
on the lack of expected (read hoped for) results and even 
once based on unexpected good luck. 

I now find that I truly am making progress. I can 
show birds with pretty good ice color that are mediocre 
West type. Two or three more years?•
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Baldheads and Shield Mottles in Wests
By John Kieft - NWOETC District 5 Director

L ike many pigeon fanciers, I have had many breeds over 
the years, but I have mainly focused on West of England 
Tumblers. I got my first start in red and yellow baldheads in 

1957 (I was twelve), from a renowned West breeder, Ralph Aldridge, 
of Porterville, California. And, over the years, I have raised baldheads 
in black, dun, brown, khaki, Andalusian, red, yellow, and opal. Except 
for my Navy years on a destroyer, I have had them continuously ever 
since. So, I’d like to share with you a few of the things I’ve learned 
about baldhead markings, and also shield mottle markings.

Baldheads in Wests which is the piebald genetic factor, has 
three primary areas of concern. The white of the head and bib, the 
flights and secondaries, and the hocks. 

In the head and neck, the standard calls for the white at the 
back of the head to end at a point where a line drawn through the 
beak and under the edge of the eye, meets at the back of the neck. 
Here the challenge is keeping that line high enough and avoiding 
what we call the “sockhead” look. There’s an old saying that says 
“white spreads,” and so birds that are “down in back” are mostly 
culled, because regardless of the bird’s other great attributes, that 
line is not coming back up in their young, and so you potentially 
doom your breeding project.

Now as for the the bib on the baldhead marking. Here, the 
white of the bib is to end approximately 1/2 inch below where 
the beak would touch if the head were bent down. It is also to be 
V-shaped. Here again, the old saying is true, and we must cull for 
long bibs as they are not coming back up in their offspring.

In wing markings, the same thing holds, the standard calls for 
white flights and colored secondaries, so allowing white to spread 
into the secondaries is not a wise practice. White in just the first 
secondary can still work, but two or more rarely does. Another 
thing to keep in mind are the thumb feathers, the four or five small 
feathers at the wing butt, where the primaries and secondaries di-
vide. They should also be colored, but white likes to spread here as 
well, and once white, they are very hard to get colored again, and 
show prominently on the wing butts when the bird is stationing. 
This distracts from the overall look of solid color. Thankfully there 
are many variations in inheritance, and occasionally we might 
get lucky and breed a white hocked bird, that’s under marked on 
flights, but has colored thumb feathers. Maybe a 9 x 9 primary 
count. While maybe not the best show bird, these are gold in the 
breeding program, making excellent stock birds.

Hocks are the next area of concern. For many years, colored 
hocks were the norm until the standard changed to require white 
hocks. Here, the “white spreads” has worked in our favor, but for 
many years we all had to keep birds that were split hocked (one 
white, one colored), that were purely stock birds and pathways to 
the ultimate goal.

So, as you can see, it’s hard to breed perfectly marked birds 
with good bibs, 10 x 10 primaries with colored thumb feathers 
and white hocks. But, we have all bred a few and some have been 
outstanding show birds. Some of them however, wind up lacking in 
some other feature such as good color, good head shape or station. 

Red Baldhead Yellow Shield Mottle
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Still, they can make good stock birds if you can find a mate with 
good features to match it with.

Another challenge in markings is the shield mottle, which 
involves the genetic grizzle factor. Here, I am specifically referring 
to red and yellow shield mottles. This marking is to be white evenly 
dispersed with color on the wing shield only, sort of a checkerboard 
pattern. Body, flight and tail to be colored. Again, “white spreads,” 
is a factor to be considered, along with the fact that with grizzle 
the the amount of white increases every year on the birds. To keep 
the spread of white in check, it is wise to use red or yellow selfs in 
the breeding plan. Trying to keep a solid colored pigeon with a nice 

checkerboard pattern on the shield is a constant struggle. White 
in the rump seems to be particularly bothersome. I have often 
mistakenly discarded light shield markings because they were not 
showable. Now I find them to be very useful as stock birds bred to 
other birds bordering on too much white.

In closing, I want to say what a wonderful hobby we have. 
All the world’s problems seem to disappear in the pigeon loft. For 
those of you considering a second breed, I would urge you to try 
Wests. These birds are not flighty and are gentle in the hand. They 
are excellent parents. And we have a ton of colors and patterns to 
choose from. So go Wests!•

Yellow Baldhead 

Red Mottle Red Mottle

Black Baldhead
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Reduced In Wests
By Bob Christman

T he reduced colors found in the Wests of today originated in 
the 1980’s from a cross made by Bob Christman of a George 
Gulla reduced flying roller to a black West. The George 

Gulla flying roller was a reduced black self. In appearance it had 
a silvery iridescent neck, light gray body and distinct darker gray 
lacing in the wingshield. A color which is referred to as a gray lace 
in Wests.

After the original cross, reduced was also bred into the 
west in a variety of color combinations. In addition to the black 
reduced cross, reduced was also combined with blue bars, blue 

Gray lace Pattern Gray lace Baldhead

Gray White Bar BaldheadGray lace Andalusion Baldhead

checks, brown bars, brown checks, brown selfs, Andalusians and 
eventually also recessive red. The colors where reduced was also 
combined with the spread genetic factor proved to produce birds 
where the colors were more even and clearer while the patterns 
were also more distinct. Most of the reduced colors seen in Wests 
today are also spread.

Today in the Wests the gray laces have proved to be the 
most popular of the reduced colors. Other reduced colors found 
in the west are gray white bars, reduced Andalusians, khaki laces, 
peach laces and Isabels. The reduced Isabel color originated in 
the loft of Robert Sanchez. They were bred from his family of 
peach lace Wests. In appearance they were a solid pale yellow 
bird with white bars that mimicked the traditional Isabels found 
in the color pigeon breeds.



West of England Tumblers – Page 31 – Purebred PIGEON

Breed of the Issue - West of England Tumblers

Peach lace Pattern

Isabel West. (photo by Robert Sanchez)

Isabel 

•	 Gray lace genetic makeup is reduced, spread, blue and T-pattern.
•	  Gray white bar genetic makeup is reduced, spread, blue and bar.
•	  Reduced Andalusian is reduced, indigo, spread, blue and T-pattern.
•	  Khaki laces genetic makeup is reduced, spread, brown and T-pattern.
•	  Peach laces genetic makeup is reduced, recessive red, spread, blue 

and T-pattern.
•	  Isabel genetic makeup is reduced, recessive red, spread, blue and bar.

The reduced Andalusians are similar to the gray laces 
except they are generally a lighter shade of gray. The khaki 
laces are a very pale khaki body with a creamy iridescent neck 
and khaki lacing in the wingshield. The gray lace, gray (white) 
bar, khaki lace and peach lace color descriptions were added to 
the West of England Tumbler standard in 1999.•
(Isabel photo by Robert Sanchez, other photos by Bob Christman)
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Torts 
A Surprise in Every Nest!

Sandy Oelschlegel - Vonore, Tennessee

I have two varieties of West, and they could not be 
more different. The white self is hatched, pretty 
predictably, white. There are colored feathers in some, 

but they generally molt out. The other variety I have is 
Tortoise Shell, and with them I find a surprise in every 
nest. 

The Standard states that markings include the “base 
color to be splashed somewhat evenly with grizzle and 
white throughout head, neck, chest, body, and wing shield. 
Flights, tail, and muffs colored and interspersed with griz-
zle or with grizzle and white.” That description leaves a lot 
of room for variety!

I have found that the amount of grizzle and white on 
the offspring of a pair of Torts can be vastly different than 

the parents. I find that fascinating, and amusing, and it 
keeps me interested throughout the breeding season.  

The pictures show some of the surprises in the nest 
this year.

In Pair 1 the parents are a nice balance of dark and 
light Tort and the young show a nice distribution of dark 
and light color but as a bonus, these 2 nestmates are dilute 
as you can see by the softened color.

Pair 2 photos show parent that have been selected to 
be balanced between the dark and light In this case, the 
young hatched are mostly dark with lot more white on the 
front than the parents.

If you like surprises and variety, try breeding Tortoise 
Shell!•

Pair #1 adults Oelschlegel Pair #1 young

Pair #2 adults
Pair #2 young
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Mr. West – 
Jay Turner

By Bill Henderson

I n the fifty year history of the NWOETC, there are many 
breeders that could be given the moniker of “Mr. West.” 
In the early years, the names of James Krebaum, Chuck 

Zeller and Jim Bishop, could easily fit the title. In more recent 
years, breeders such as Terry Brechbill, Matt Matuska, Tony 
Cardoza, Peter Tapia and certainly Bob Christman are all 
worthy of the distinction – but none more so than my good 
buddy, Jay Turner.

No one loves the West hobby more than Jay and he has 
been a tireless supporter of the breed and the NWOETC.  He 
has held numerous club offices and is constantly trying to 
promote West wherever he can. Jay is always willing to drive 
to a show and support the West entry and is always looking 
for a way to make the hobby better. He has an unbelievable 
show record at National and Regional meets all over the 
country and has accumulated more Master Breeder points 
than any other member and by a huge majority.  However, Jay 
is very generous and has shared top birds with breeders, both 
new and established, in an effort to further the breed.  He 

One of Jay Turner’s many Champion Wests - 2015 NYBS, Red Self Hen

was instrumental in the idea of this anniversary issue 
becoming a reality. 

Jay and I made our first travel adventure over 
twenty years ago and we were laughing within ten 
minutes of the trip.  Since that time, we have traveled 
countless miles together going to shows all across 
the country, literally from one coast to the other. You 
cannot spend as much time with someone as I have 
with Jay and not be aware of his true nature. Jay loves 
the pigeon hobby; it is a true passion of his and the 
West of England Tumbler is the breed he is the most 
passionate about.  

The West breed is one of the most enjoyable 
there is within the hobby.  Competitive shows, good 
parenting and a multitude of rich colors make it one 
of the most attractive breeds for anyone to consider.  
If you think you might be interested in it, just look up 
my buddy Jay and you will quickly realize why I call 
him Mr. West.•
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My Time In The 
NWOETC

By Jay Turner

C ongratulations to the NWOETC on celebrating 50 Years 
as a National Club. What a great achievement for such a 
wonderful group. 

My time with this club is short compared to a lot of members 
but I would like to share some of my thoughts on my time here. 

Bill Henderson helped me get into the club back in 2006. I 
started mostly with baldheads but was soon lured into reds and red 
mottles and then on to several other colors over the years. In those 
early years the black family seem to have the deepest quality and 
at times it seemed like everyone had them, everyone but me that 
is. They were a very strong family with some of the best breeders 
raising a lot of them. Needless to say, they were also winning most 
of the larger shows, it was a very completive time for the NWOETC. 

The club politics was mainly dominated by the very good 
breeders on the west coast and rightfully so as the Southern Cal 
club was very strong at that time. The northeast also had several 
members and were putting on some nice shows as well. Later we 
would see the rise of the New Mexico group and the Northwestern 
group as well, some very good breeders in these areas. 

Luckily for me we started a very nice group in the southeast. 
Rick Stokes drove the wagon and at times we had over 10 very good 
breeders in our area. This to me was the best part of this hobby. We 
had some very fun lawn shows and area shows and I think this is 
what made me stay with the breed and the club, it was a great time. 
But everything changes and that is to be expected, some groups 
get stronger and others fade away and I’m sure every national club 
goes through the same thing. 

At present I would say we have a pretty balanced group across 
the country with the west coast still maintaining the most mem-
bers for any one 
group. We have 
been very for-
tunate to have 
good leadership 
in my time with 
the national 
club, men like 
Jim Cooper, 
Gary Severe, 
Peter Tapia and 

Two NWOETC Grand Master Breeders, one Superior Master Breeder and one Master Breeder
L to R:  Bill Henderson, Jay Turner,  Matt Matuska and Brian McCormick. 

Matt Matuska have all made very good Presidents  and now with 
Josh Zilles at the helm we are in good hands. Larry Eastman, Terry 
Brechbill and Chris Bossley all handled the duties as Bulletin Editor 
and did great with that. Our bulletins have always been one of our 
greatest treasures; no club is complete with out that. 

During my time with the club, Chuck Zeller wrote and pub-
lished his book on West of England Tumblers and it was a wonder-
ful piece of work, no telling how much time went into writing that 
book, thanks again Chuck. 

Bob Christman has always handled our awards. The West club 
prides itself on top notch awards and Bob has made sure that this 
tradition has never fallen off, thanks to him as well. 

As far as the shows go, the Pageant in California is still the 
largest draw in the country, just a great show to attend. However, 
in past years the NYBS in Louisville, the Premier in Salt Lake and 
Pigeons on the Prairie in Des Moines have all drawn good numbers 
and very good quality birds. Of course, the National show is still 
our old stand by and we have been very fortunate that it has trav-
eled all over the country and is always well attended. 

As for the birds themselves, I think our overall quality has 
much improved over these past 16 years. I think the birds are more 
uniform now as a group; rarely do you see very large birds with 
huge heads and necks; nor do you see birds small and slight that 
look like they could go into a kit box and hit a roll or two. We have 
slipped up on some of our color quality but we have also had great 
improvement in other colors. The adding of the Lemon color and 
the addition of the barred mottles has made for some super nice 
birds that have been completive very quick. The black family of 
West no longer dominate the landscape of shows thanks to some 
improvement in other colors. The Red family of birds have made 
great strides the last 10 years and seem to be near the top these 
days with the very beautiful black baldheads stealing the attention 
at many shows as well. 

 So overall I would say that my short time in the NWOETC 
has been very rewarding and very enjoyable and there is no doubt, 

if giving the 
chance I would 
choose this 
breed and this 
fine club all over 
again. Congrat-
ulations to the 
NWOETC on 50 
wonderful years 
and here’s to 
another 50 years 
to come.•
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The Beauty of the White Self West
By Sandy Oelschlegel, Destiny Lofts - Vonore Tennessee

T o me there is nothing more beautiful than a pure white 
West of England Tumbler with a pearl eye and flesh colored 
eye cere and beak. The challenge of breeding them and 

keeping them white is not for everyone, but the beauty of the 
variety has kept me engaged in breeding them since 2013. 

White West are in the “self” division of West colors along with 
black, red, etc. Self just means one solid uniform color pigeon. 
When I first started breeding 
them, I wondered where the color 
white came from in West? I am 
not a genetics master, so I rely on 
the experts that have been in the 
breed for longer than me. Accord-
ing to Bob Christman in his article 
“Discussion on White in West’s,” “a 
white pigeon is usually the result 
of one of the following factors or 
combination of factors: recessive 
white, piebald whites, grizzle whites 
or grizzle combined with piebald...”  
He goes on to illustrate that al-
though those factors can be used to 
make white pigeons, there are prob-
lems breeding from some of those 
if your goal is to create white West. 
For example, all recessive white 
pigeons have “bull eyes,” which is a 
disqualification according the white 

self West standard.  The whites produced from piebald factors also 
have problematic eye color- because they have bull or cracked eye 
color. According to Bob, the magic combination in making a white 
self “from scratch” is to combine grizzle and baldhead marking. In 
addition, using ash red or yellow also has good results.

Fortunately, you don’t have to make white West from 
“scratch.” You can be successful for quite a few generations 

breeding white to white. Some 
tips on breeding white west would 
include: do not breed from birds 
with bull eyes. White West with 
bull eyes are disqualified from 
showing and this will haunt you 
in future generations when the 
perfect specimen is hatched but 
has one or two bull eyes from a 
distant relative. Birds with stained 
beaks should also be avoided, since 
the trait is definitely heritable, 
and takes away from the look that 
the standard calls for – “Beak and 
eye ceres flesh colored”. Don’t cull 
young birds with colored feathers 
right away, most will actually molt 
out completely white! Also, it is 
important to keep the size down 
on white west because, an optical 
illusion exists that results in an 
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all-white bird looking bigger than a non-white bird. So, whites 
are at a disadvantage in shows, unless the judge is aware of that 
illusion. Feather type is very important in breeding whites. The 
standard states “Feather texture should be medium to hard and 
smooth and silky in texture and appearance, not coarse, loose, rag-
ged, or frizzy.” In addition, it states” Wing butts and wing line to 
blend well into the chest so as that the wings and chest appear as 
one.” In white west, if the texture is anything but smooth and silky, 
especially over the eye, on the neck and wing butts it will be very 
noticeable. if the feathers are long, and not laying smooth along 
the contours of the body, the shadows created by unruly feathers 
diminish the desired smooth look. This is especially true when the 
light source is directly above the bird, as in the show cage situa-
tion. In my opinion, this shadow effect is more obvious in whites 
than with other darker varieties or patterned birds.

White birds show everything! Not only do they show the dirt 
on the muffs from the soiled perches and loft floor, but they will 
also show stains at the beak from additives to the water and min-
eral supplements. In addition, if there are any lice in the loft, you 
will see them on a white bird! So, the strategy for keeping them 
white is simple-keep the loft floor and perches as clean as you can 
(v-perches can be helpful) and remove supplements that might 
stain the face on your show team. And of course -give them lots of 
options to take baths with bath salts. 

If you have taken care of the items mentioned above regard-
ing keeping them white, you are 80% ready for the show. The final 
consideration is transporting and keeping them clean at the show, 
which is no different than any other variety!

So, if you are interested in a rewarding challenge and would 
like to get involved with White West of England Tumblers-go for it! 
Start out by joining the National West of England Tumbler club. It 
is a great group of fanciers who are very welcoming. You can also 
join the National club’s Facebook page. •
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Colors in Wests
By Josh Zilles

T he West of England Tumbler has become a well-known breed around the 
world as having some of the best colors in any breed of pigeon. The West 
has become America’s Color Breed because of the many vibrant colors that 

exist in the breed and there are always new colors being developed.  
In the National West of England Tumbler Club standard each bird can be 

awarded 10 points for color and all colors need to be as follows from the standard 
of perfection: 

“Rich, sound, and lustrous in color throughout. Even shades, well extend-
ed into the roots of the quills. Full bright plumage with an abundance of 
sheen.  All birds should have clean and bright color without smut, dirtiness, 
or sootiness. There should be no yellowish, orangish, or reddish beaks or 
eye ceres.  All beak colors, other than flesh colored, may show a gradation of 
color from light to dark or dark 
to light. Stained, where used in 
beak color descriptions, refers to 
splotches, streaks, or irregular 
patches of color.”  

This clarification in the stan-
dard is what helps our breed to strive 
for the highest quality of color.

We also have many colors in 
the process of being developed and 
are on the verge of being a showable 
color at club meets. Terry Brech-
bill is in the process of developing 
ice color in the West of England 
Tumbler.  Anyone that knows the 
difficulty of introducing ice color 
into a breed of pigeons know the 
work that Terry has had. He has 
already worked multiple years on 
this project and is slowly getting 
closer to having a high-quality family of ice colored West of England Tumblers. 

Tony Cardoza is also working on multiple color projects including shield 
marks and has had a few at shows over the years. This has also been a big under-
taking and Tony has made some great progress.

Bob Christman and other breeders are working on multiple other color projects 
to expand the number of colors in the West of England Tumbler family of colors.

While new colors are exciting, we have multiple breeders that are always 
looking to improve our current colors and make them better and more vibrant 
than before.  The West of England has over 36 colors with some coming in multi-
ple factors like baldhead, pattern, self and mottle.

A few years ago Bill Henderson helped the West breed by taking some aver-
age quality Lavender West of England tumblers and crossing them into his family 
of blacks to produce a winning line of lavenders in any show he took them to.

Jay Turner has been working with his favorite color (Red) for many years now 
and developed a family of rich red colored West of England Tumblers that are 
hard for anyone to beat when showing against him. 

Corinne - Black 

Black Baldhead - Brian McCormich

Tony Cardoza - Shield Marked

Andalusian - Jim Vines
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As of Fall 2022 there are 409 
Color/Marking categories in the 

NWOETC show entry 

Terry Brechbill is working to introduce Ice into Wests

Brechbill - Blue Mottle 2017

Red Self - Keith Marney
Jim Cooper’s Lemon

Tony Cardoza - Shield Marked

When it comes to baldheads Brian McCormick has developed an amazing 
line of Black and Andalusian baldheads that are stunning to see in a show.  He 
has spent many years developing and refining them to what they are today.

Each one of the members of the National West of England Tumbler Club 
has played a vital role in developing what we have today and for the future.  I 
have only named a few of the many successes the club and breed have now and 
will see in the future.  

This is one of the best breeds to raise if you like beautiful colored pigeons, 
because they come in every color!•
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West by Southwest
By Corrine – Fly By Night Loft

S ome of you might remember my articles about the 
windstorms that crushed my lofts in Idaho (January/
February 2020 issue) It was a traumatic time in which I lost 

many birds. The old spruce trees had annihilated the lofts when 
they crashed during a severe windstorm. One loft was salvaged 
because branches from the mulberry trees had fallen on it and it 
was structurally sound. That left many birds without a place to 
live after being caught. I shoved extras in that one loft and the rest 
lived in dog crates in my shop until we had new pens for them.

Interestingly, I think this helped me realize that I could move 
from Idaho. I didn’t have to sell all my birds and rebuild my flock 
if I did. I could take them with me, and they could travel by crates. 
Hopefully I would find a house with bird pens – you never know! 
Always the optimist! In my quest of about 6 or 7 months, I did not 
even find a place with a chicken coop, which I also needed, because 
I have chickens. The windstorm made me realize pigeons could 
travel and make do for a while until a loft was bought or built. Out 
of every catastrophe, good comes. I could finally move.

The house search went on for months while I tried to find 
something suitable that didn’t cost a zillion dollars. Preferably it 
would have large yards for the dogs and at the very least a chicken 
coop. I was asking for a lot! Finally a suitable house with a large 
barn went on the market and I put an offer on it immediately. 
Another offer later and months of closing – and bam – we were 
ready to move from Southern Idaho to Southern New Mexico. I 
pulled eggs as soon as the offer was in. I did not want to travel with 
babies.

The birds moved down in boxes and crates. The barn was not 
an animal barn - it was actually a shop shaped like a barn, which 
was still cool because the birds could be out of the weather in their 
crates. No flying in and out of horse stalls, though, as I had hoped. 
I was going to have to start from scratch.

My darling friend Kim had given me kennel panels, and with 
some ingenuity it transferred itself into a small pen for most of 
the pigeons. I still had to catch them every night to put them in 
crates. Also, being New Mexico, sudden flash flood rains came and 
that also meant birds being caught and placed in crates. West of 
England Tumblers are many things - beautiful to look at, easy to 
breed, and TAME. I thanked my stars every time I went out to catch 
them - every night - I was glad I did not have Archangels or Buda-
pests or another flighty breed. I had a few Catalonians, and they 
were challenging enough to catch! Most of the time, Wests just can 
be plucked from their sitting place.

I watched Marketplace and finally found a nice barn-shaped 
used storage shed. I snapped it up. But then I had to have someone 
move it! It took forever; meanwhile I was catching birds in the pen 
everyday. I love my birds, but this was no way for them, and me, to 
live. A friend with a big flatbed came one day and got the shed for 
me. Now we had a shed. We needed a pen.

My son in law busted butt and got a nice fly pen done one 
Saturday. Oh, the relief when we placed the pigeons in their new 
home! They were no longer cramped. I no longer had to catch them 
every single night to put them in crates in the barn. They looked 
SO HAPPY too as they flew in and out of the shed and preened 
themselves in the fly pen. Now their muffs could grow out! It was 
fall, but I expected a good spring with my birds with babies hatch-
ing. We used apple crates for nest boxes.

I want to tell you if you are contemplating a move, it CAN be 
done. I am so glad I have my birds with me. When I first thought 
about moving, I didn’t know how I could bring my beloved Wests 
with me. The horrible windstorm showed me it could be done. It 
wasn’t always easy but we did it. Hopefully I can get them ready for 
a few shows now. See you all soon! 

Corrine’s new loft in New Mexico
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Largest  
West Shows Ever

By Bob Christman

L ate 1990s and the early 2000s were the heyday of 
West shows with the five largest showings of Wests 
ever have taken place during those years. All five 

of these shows had over 500 birds shown. They also all 
took place in Southern California which was the hotbed 
for the Wests at the time. The shows encompassed three 
Pageant of Pigeons and two NPA Grand National shows.

The largest of these was the 2001 Pageant of Pi-
geons with 611 Wests shown. This show was judged by 
Jim Bishop and Terry Bishop. Champion was a tortoise 
shell pattern young hen shown by myself, Bob Christman 
and Reserve Champion was a red self young hen shown 
by Brian McCormick. The other two categories were won 
by a black baldhead old cock shown by Brian McCormick 
and red mottle young hen shown by Bruce Rodegerdts.

The next largest West show was the 2000 Pageant 
of Pigeons with 607 Wests shown. This show was judged 
by Jim Krebaum, Jr. Champion was a black self old cock 
shown by Terry Bishop and reserve champion was a 
black self young cock shown by myself, Bob Christman. 
The other three category winners were a black baldhead 

young cock shown by Brian McCormick, a red shield mottle shown by Bruce 
Rodegerdts and an almond pattern old cock shown by Terry Bishop.

 Next up is the 2005 NPA Grand National show with 526 Wests shown. 
The show was judged by Tony Cardoza and Frank Morgan. Champion was 
an Andalusian baldhead old cock shown by Brian McCormick and reserve 
champion was a yellow whiteside old hen shown by Bob Christman. The 
two other category winners were a white self old hen shown by Bob Christ-
man and a tortoise shell pattern young hen shown by Bob Christman.

 Next is the 1998 NPA Grand National with 507 Wests shown. Bob 
Shoemaker judged this show. Champion was a red mottle young hen shown 
by Bruce Rodegerdts and reserve champion was a silver bar baldhead young 
hen shown by Terry Bishop. The other two category winners were a black self 
young cock shown by Jim Cooper and an Andalusian old cock shown by David 
Paglia. 

 Last of these five shows was the 2003 Pageant of Pigeons with 506 
Wests shown. This show was judged by Jim Krebaum, Jr. Champion was a 
silver baldhead old cock shown by Bob Christman and reserve champion 
was a red whiteside OH shown by Dean Holcomb. The two other category 
winners were a black self old cock shown by Brian McCormick and an Anda-
lusian pattern young cock shown by Brian McCormick.

 Of interest was that the champions of these five shows represented 
all of the four categories recognized in the Wests. Two of the champions 
were from the baldhead category, one from the mottle category, one from 
the self category and one from the pattern category. Of additional interest, 
the five champions were five different colors. One of the great things about 
Wests is that so many different colors are competitive in our shows. •
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Memories of Judging
THE 1991 PAGEANT OF PIGEONS

by Jim Krebaum,Jr.

I really enjoyed judging the 
Pageant of Pigeons this 
last December (1991). I 

appreciate the membership’s 
participation in showing 324 
birds. The quality was high and 
the show ran smoothly thanks to 

Bob Christman, Dean Holcomb, and new member Bob Shoemaker. 
I started with baldheads. Blacks were first and the hens both 

old and young were nice but they were not as strong as the cocks. 
The old cock has been the bird to in blacks for a couple of years 
now and the young cock was equal to the task this year winning 
best black. Both birds belonging to Master Breeder of Baldheads 
Don Martin. The Reds were next and had great color but the con-
dition was a couple of weeks short. The Yellow class was a large 
class with the hens lacking quality of the cocks as in the blacks. 
The old cock taking best over the young cock. Bruce Rodegerdts 
old cock won on condition over Jim Krebaum,Sr. (National Club’s 
First Master Breeder 1984) young cock. Blue Bars were tough in the 
young hens because I couldn’t get them to show. Young cocks were 
real nice birds but some were dirty  and others were not finished. 
In the old cock class one stood ahead of the others and the same 
with the old hen class. I went with the old hen, she stationed 
much better and had excellent markings. Both birds shown by Don 
Martin. The Red Bar lacked color and condition. The Cream Bar 
old hen and young hen of Bob Shoemaker’s were close, so close 
they were mother and daughter. Mother was a little fuller in body 
but wouldn’t station and the young hen was a free shower that 
stationed all the time. So the young hen took best. The Silver Bar 
Baldheads were all pretty nice birds but the smooth young cock 
of Bob Shoemaker’s was the best, even with short flights he out 
did the rest. Another nice bird to go to the finals was a khaki bar 
with excellent type shown by Jessica Christman (junior member). 
The top birds for Champion Baldhead were the Black young cock, 
Blue Bar old hen, Silver Bar young cock, Khaki Bar old hen, and the 
Cream Bar young hen. I picked the Blue Bar old hen on markng,col-
or,station,  and she had super white eyes. The Best Young Baldhead 
went to the Black young cock also color and markings. Congratula-
tions Don Martin, Super Show Team.

Next I judged the Mottles. The Blacks were not all mottles 
but we have never set any standard for mottles and I judged what 
I saw. Most were real nice but not evenly marked. I liked the 
head,eye,body,and condition of the old hen best so she took the 
class. Don Martin did it again. The Yellows had some tough compe-
tition with good color and condition with Jim Bishop’s young cock 
coming out on top. This bird had a solid body and nice whip tail.

The Reds had a lot of good birds but two stood out. The young 
cock of Evan Christman, a junior member, and the outstanding 
young hen of Bruce Rodegerdts. I went with young  hen but it was 
close. She had a little better body and head  than the young cock, 
but on another day who knows,real close. The Red young hen was 
Champion Mottle over the Yellow young cock. This again was close, 
the yellow had a little softer  feather and a small stain on the beak. 
Congratulations Bruce.  This hen has won Champion at a couple of 
shows and her number is 995. Bruce calls her “ALMOST A TEN”. 

The Selfs started out with the Blacks and what a job, they 
all looked alike. It took some time to judge the young cocks and I 
found the best Black among them and the bird to beat I thought 
at the time. It was shown by Bob Christman and the bird I have to 
beat when I show my blacks. Next was the Whites and what a dif-
ference. Big, small, short, long, and the classes were pretty big. The 
whites have come along way and more and more people breeding 
them. The best White was old hen of Pete Engle’s, nice hen and 
more of what were shooting for. Reds were real nice, the young 
cock was out of condition in the back of the neck. The old cock 
was nicely finished and had good color so he was best Red shown 
by Danny Chagolla. The Yellows were few but outstanding. Best 
Yellow was young hen of Bruce Rodegerdts’ and she edged out the 
Black young cock for Champion Self. What a hen. 

The Pattern Selfs can be tough because of all the different col-
ors and some in the same class looked like different colors. Some 
of the nicer show birds were the Bronze Check old cock of Norm 
Reynolds, Almond old hen of Jim Krebaum, Sr., Blue Bar old cock of 
Jim Bishop, Blue Barless young cock and Silver Barless young hen 
of Dean Holcomb, Reduce of Bob Christman, but the outstanding 
bird in the variety was the Andalusian old hen of Pete Engle’s. 
When the National Club voted the Andalusian from self to pattern 
self it’s the color to beat. The Andalusian young cock of Pete’s was 
best young pattern. 

Saturday morning was time to pick the Grand Champion.
It was a close race to the top. The Yellow Self young hen took top 
honors. The Black Self young cock edged out the Andalusian old 
hen and the Blue Bar old hen for reserve. The Red Mottle young 
hen just wouldn’t show during the finals. Junior Champion went to 
the super Red Mottle young cock of Evan Christman and Reserve 
Champion went to his big sister Jessica. 

I want to say I had a great time judging the 1991 Pageant of 
Pigeons. THANKS.  P.S.  After winning the 1989 and ‘90 Pageant of 
Pigeons, then judging 1991, I’ll be there with my show team next 
year. I know winning a third Pageant will be almost impossible 
what with the birds I saw in 1991. (The only one to win three Pag-
eants – Jim Krebaum, Sr. 1972, 1976, and 1986) •

Jim Krebaum pictured
 in the 1990s



West of England Tumblers – Page 43 – Purebred PIGEON

Breed of the Issue - West of England Tumblers



West of England Tumblers – Page 44 – Purebred PIGEON

Breed of the Issue - West of England Tumblers

3rd Time’s the Charm
By Mike McLin, Rice Lake, Wisconsin

G etting back into West of England Tumblers for the third 
time I was not so much interested in breeding a champion 
as I was producing a certain color that I had my eye on for 

probably three years prior to getting them. I’m sure if I had made a 
serious effort I could have found them sooner but I had my hands 
full with Oriental Frills and Classic Old Frills.

Peach Lace and Grey Lace is what I was admiring for a few years. 
My very good friend Sandy Oleschlegal had both Wests and Classic 
Frills so one occasion I mentioned if she ever saw a pair of Peach 
Lace or Grey Lace Wests for sale to let me know. It was not long and 
she had a phone number for me and we struck a deal. I finally got 
rolling with them and found out the lacing was not as good as I liked 
and they all did not come laced out of the nest. A challenge accepted.  
After getting a few to work with I needed to outcross once to reds to 
build some vitality and type. Fortunately I also got some very nice 
laced birds out of that outcross to reds. So with a good family of 
young Peach Wests going I’m set for a while and looking forward to 
the shows. They can vary a little in depth of color so I have a couple 
examples of my breeding with this article. The darker one was a 
young cock bird at the time of the photo and the lighter one is a hen 
from last year.

Next on the list was Grey Lace.  I found a couple of people that Peach Lace cock bird
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“had” them but no longer do so. After asking around for one I 
took a very nice pair of blacks from Jim Vines and put each of 
them on a Peach Lace mate. I should have bred more out of them 
but my loft was filling up with Wests fast as they breed faster 
than anything I had in my loft for many years. Having several 
black/peach crosses I can tell the youngsters out of them by a 
faint orange lacing. Next winter they will be put back on peach 
to see if I can draw out a Grey Lace. Now, one note – I have 
raised Oriental Frills in black lace blondinettes for many years. 
When I see a Grey Lace it looks identical to a black lace blond-
inette frostie to give you an idea what they would look like. I 
don’t have one this year to show but hopefully next year I can 
write again with Grey Lace out of my loft for an example.

There are a few Grey Lace around but I don’t know if 
any are for sale and I  prefer to make my own so I know what 
variations can happen and what exactly it takes to breed them. 
Hopefully someone will have one in the Feaure (Editor’s note: 
See Bob Christman’s article on page 30)

Lastly I got a couple of pair of Andalusian with black mates 
going. I like lace on my breeds. After raising a few I put an An-
dalusian on a peach to see what would happen. First two rounds 
were blacks and the last round was a single indigo bar. I was 
thinking  other scenarios but thats what popped out. Done with 
that experiment. 

It’s been fun working with the Wests again and I got re-con-

nected with an old friend, Terry Brechbill who was with me when 
we started the American Archangel Club in 1993. 

It’s a great lifetime hobby. Support the shows and the Pure-
bred Pigeon Magazine, the NPA Quarterly, along with the other 
magazines as best you can because we need each other. •

Formative Years for the West of England
By Joe Cussick - 1st District Director NWOETC

H ello everyone. Thank 
you to all who supported 
this special issue of the 

Purebred Pigeon Magazine, and the 
awesome West of England Tumbler. 
I am the 1st District Director of 
the National West of England 
Tumbler Club. Look us up online 
for membership, bands, pictures, 
etc. Also find a great group of West 
breeders on the West of England 
Facebook group. A great active 
group to get info on show schedules 
and results, breeding, genetics and 
general chat about our Wests. 

 I live in the Hudson Valley 
area in New York State. I got my first 
pigeons in the late 1970s while in my early teens. Had a bunch 
of breeds like many do when they get the pigeon bug. But soon 
it would change. In the early 80s I met a man who became a long 
time friend and mentor in the pigeon hobby, Bill Jacox. He intro-
duced me to the great West of England. Bill helped me get started 

with some nice birds and I 
flew the heck out of them. 
Baldheads, mottles, splash-
es – it all went up, and I even 
had some tumbling as they 
use to do before they became 
a highly competitive breed in 
the shows. 

For us West breeders/
flyers in the New York City, 
Long Island and for me,  up-
state New York (mid-state), 
we would have nice big West 
entries at the shows. Primarily 
Baldheads. Lots of red bar and 
cream bar balds, blues and 

silvers, browns and khaki – although 
we did have the other classes, too. Going to the pigeon shows with 
Bill Jacox, I got to meet some of the West breeder greats from the 
Long Island West Club: Gene Shlick, Marty Nicholson and others.

Those were great times. It was amazing to see so many bald-
heads breed so true back then with very, very few poorly marked 

Lighter color in Peach Lace hen

Joe Cussick judging Wests in the 1990s
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birds. I wish I could have the 
birds I had back then. Oh, how 
I miss my cream bar balds. 

 Later in the 1980s we 
were planning on our Wests 
showing with the Reading 
Pigeon Club in Pennsylvania. 
Another West breeder that 
I met through Bill was Jerry 
Price who had contact with 
Jim Krebaum, Sr.  Jim had 
shipped a box of Wests to the 
show to be shown, and then 
sold, to support the National 
West Club and the breed. I 
was then asked to judge the 

Wests!!!
 Yahoo!! Amazing mem-

ories. As a gift for judging, I 
was given choice pick of  one 
pair of those  Wests that were 
donated by Jim Krebaum Sr. I 
remember them well. I picked 
a pair of black reduced. I was 
working with genetics back 
then, but had no experience 
with reduced. So I got my 
start right then. 

 That experience of 
judging was monumental for 
me. Being in the spotlight, 
handling every bird, and 

Cussick’s West of Englands from the 1980s
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knowing specifically why you placed the birds the way you did. And 
also be ready to take criticism from some who didn’t agree with 
the outcome, and be able to explain why you made the decisions 
that you did. I judge whenever I can at our northeast shows, on 
breeds I specialize in. 

 I wish others would soften up a bit and be willing to take the 
hot seat of judging your breed. We all judge our birds in our own 
lofts –then why not at the shows? Mostly because many really 
don’t want to hurt anyone’s feelings, get anyone ticked off, or they 
just aren’t ready for criticism. Step up people. You’ll have a great 
time doing it. There’s a first time for everything and we all learn 
from decisions good or bad. Take the leap and judge some birds 
some time. You’ll be glad you did. 

 I’ve also been asked several times to judge breeds I didn’t 
know much about because they didn’t have anyone qualified or 
comfortable with doing it. In this case, I asked for their written 
standard with pictures to study up on before the show came 
around. 

Don’t be afraid of a challenge. Go for it. 
 In this article I’m sending pictures of Wests I had back in the 

1980s to see we had many colors and patterns. Back then I had the 
balds, mottles, blues, checkers, almonds, selfs – and thanks to Jim 
Krebaum, Sr. I had reduced, too.

Then there’s judging pictures from the Reading Pigeon 

Association show, now it’s frequently called the Lancaster show. 
Keep in mind many of these pictures were taken on the old Kodak 
110 camera. So they aren’t the best.

I’d also like to mention that it’s no surprise that the 1st Dis-
trict in the National West of England Tumbler Club is not strongly 
represented. You would think that with all the people and young 
ones I’ve gotten started in the hobby and with Wests, they would 
show interest in the shows – but its tough. Even with my annual 
Loft Exhibit I get some started, and to no surprise, they usually 
want to get started in Wests. It is what it is. The important part 
is that I plant the seed of our hobby and get some started. Where 
they take it is up to them, with a little guidance of course, but you 
get my meaning. 

 If anyone has interest in the awesome Wests, feel free to 
approach any of us at the shows or visit the Facebook West Group 
and the club site. And if you’re in the northeast and showing inter-
est, reach out to me. The more members in our 1st district makes it 
better to pick a show site for our district meet. 

 Next year we may be able to have our meet at the Faircount 
Connecticut show in late November, the Big Apple in Greenwich 
Connecticut in early December, or the Reading show in Lancaster 
Pennsylvania in January.  

Get Some Wests !!! You’ve Been Missing Out !  Enjoy your 
birds to the fullest.•

Breed of the Issue – West of England Tumblers
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DECEMBER
Dec 2 & 3 – 48th Annual Amer-
ican Giant Homer Youg Bird 
Futurity and Auction. Canadian 
County Fairgrounds, El Reno, OK. 
Contact Mike Jones 918-809-5671 
after 4pm https://www.americangi-
anthomers.com/

Dec 3 – West of the 5th Pigeon 
Show. Edmonton, Alberta Canada. 
Contact Hally Coates or Bob Ellis

Dec 3 – Nor Cal Pigeon Fanci-
ers Winter Classic Pigeon Show. 
Raffles, lunch, awards, sale area, 
vendors. Location 5477 Eure-
ka Road, Granite Bay, California 
95746 Contacts Roger Miller forpi-
geon@mynvw.com 530.403.9820 
Terry Gier tgpigeons@gmail.
com 916.996.9867 Tamara Mill-
er tamaramiller65@gmail.com 
530.403.8269

Dec 3 – Delmarva Pigeon Club 
Winter Show. Club meets are wel-
come. Queen Anne’s Co. 4-H 

Park, 100 Dulin Clark Centreville, 
MD 21617 Contact Melinda Jack-
son 302-382-6656

Dec 3 – Pecos Valley Pigeon Club 
Annual Fall All Breeds/All Age 
Pigeon Show. Riverwalk Recre-
ation Center, Carlsbad, New Mex-
ico. Specialty Clubs welcome with 
payback. For Sale section. Friend-
ly competition, fun & fellowship! 
Meets at this show: National Chi-
nese Owl Club, National English 
Trumpeter Club, American Frill-
back Club, American Archangel 
Club For info or entry form contact 
Mickey Jackson ph: 575-200-4104 
�mjackson122000@yahoo.com or 
Junior Ceballos ph: 575-840-6897 
�gceballos43@gmail.com - See our 
ad below

Dec 3 - American Archangel Club 
meet at Pecos Valley Show. 
Dec 3 – Bay City Pigeon Fanciers 
Annual Winter Show. Bay Coun-
ty Community Center, Bay City, MI 
48706. Entries/inquiries to: Bar-

Events Calendar
SHOWS, PERFORMANCE EVENTS, SWAP & SALES 

Listing Is Free To All Pigeon Clubs – Some Dates Are Tentative 

ry Talaga, 600 N Van Buren St. 
Apt 313, Bay City, MI 48708-6596 
email: btalagab@aol.com

Dec 10 – Carolina Pigeon and 
Dove Association All Breed Show. 
520 County Home Road, Smith-
field NC 27577 - Setup on 9th with 
free meal. Please contact Bog-
dan Panassyuk at 425-535-7996 
or Kevin Moths, 704-435-9010 
Kevy7314@bellshouth or Lee 
Steuer lwscks9310@gmail.com

Dec 9-10 – Iowa State Pigeon 
Association Pigeons on the Prai-
rie. Cancelled Due to Avian Flu. 
Contact; Jeff Clemens, 2425 
Guenever Court, Altoona, Iowa 
50009, Email: clemdog04@
yahoo.com or text: 719-339-6394. 

Dec 9-10 – Portuguese Tumbler 
Club Of America’s Central Region-
al District Meet at the ISPA in Des 
Moines, Iowa. Cancelled Due to 
Avian Flu. Contact John Hopper 
(liesah@msn.com)

Dec 10 - American Archangel Club 
meet at the ISPA. Cancelled Due 
to Avian Flu. Contact Mike Tempel, 
515-297-1658, mike_tempel@hot-
mail.com

Dec 10 – Old German Owl Auction 
at Iowa State Pigeon Assoc. Can-
celled due to Avian Flu. Contact 
Bob at Perx Lofts 781-337-1901 or 
bobnaa@comcast.net

Dec 10 – Sarnia Pigeon Show. 
Degroots Nursery 1840 London 
Line, Sarnia, Ontario Canada. Gary 
Parsons 519-336-5535 garyhel-
met@yahoo.ca

Dec 10 – Empire Shortface Club 
All Age Open Show. St Catherines 
Church. 110 Bray Ave. North Mid-
dleton, New Jersey. Contact Mike 
Seiler 732-770-8865

Dec 17 – Top of Ohio Pigeon 
Show.Logan County Fairgrounds, 
301 East Lake Ave, Bellefon-
taine, OH 43311. 4th Annual Open 
and Youth Pigeon Show. Exhibitor 
friendly Pigeon Show with a focus 
on encouraging new and junior 
exhibitors. Facebook at TopofOhio 
or email Matt Lhamon@ modern-
gameman@gmail.com 

JANUARY 2023
Jan 6-7 – St Louis Metropolitan 
Pigeon Fanciers Association’s 
Spirit of Saint Louis All Breeds/
All Age show.  Purina Farms, Gray 
Summit, MO. Specialty Clubs wel-
come. Contact David Averbeck 

https://www.americangi/
http://anthomers.com/
mailto:geon@mynvw.com
mailto:tamaramiller65@gmail.com
mailto:mjackson122000@yahoo.com
mailto:gceballos43@gmail.com
mailto:btalagab@aol.com
mailto:lwscks9310@gmail.com
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:liesah@msn.com
http://mail.com/
mailto:bobnaa@comcast.net
mailto:met@yahoo.ca
mailto:gameman@gmail.com
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314-260-9326, Averbeck1979@
gmail.com

Jan 7 - American Archangel Club 
meet. At St. Louis Metropolitan 
PFA in Gray Summit, MO. Con-
tacts: David Averbeck 314-260-
9326 averbeck1979@gmail.com 
Chris Auer 314-412-0308 auer-
cg23@aol.com 

Jan 7 – Fremont Pigeon Club 
Annual Winter Show. An NPA 
State Show. Sandusky Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, 901 Rawson Ave. 
Fremont, OH 43420. Large Swap 
Area. Foy’s Pigeon Supplies and 
Masserant’s Feed Co. will be 
there. Contact Jim Feasel 2373 
CR 181, Clyde, OH 43410 or 419-
765-0479 or jfeasel@glis.cc

Jan 12-14 – Reading Pigeon 
Association All Breed Winter 
Expo show. Wyndham Resort & 
Convention Center 2300 Lincoln 
Highway East, Lancaster Pennsyl-
vania 17602 Hotel phone 717-299-

5500. Show Contact: Eric Kooker 
P.O. Box 100 Quakertown, PA 
18951 Phone: 267-242-4676

Jan 12-14 – Eastern Jacobin 
Association Annual Show. In con-
junction with Reading Show at 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Jan 12-14 – American Short Face 
Club Meet at the Reading show 
in Lancaster, PA. Contact Eddie 
Ortiz americanshortfaceclub@
yahoo.com

Jan 12-14 – Portuguese Tumbler 
Club of America District Meet at  
Reading PA show. Judge George 
Fontaine. Contact Pat Stuart (stu-
art@ptd.net) 

Jan 13-14 – Canadian Nation-
al Jacobin Show with the Prai-
rie Invitational All Breed Show. 
MB-MNP Exhibition Building, 
Island Park, Portage La Prairie, 
Manitoba. Judge Aqeel Thamer 
from Bahrain. Shuttle from airport 

in Winnipeg. Show hotel Canad 
Inn, Portage. Futurity & Claim-
ing classes. Conditioning semi-
nar, hospitality room, elite auction, 
banquet. Info on Jacobin show, 
contact Clint Robertson at clint@
jacobins.ca. Info on All Breed 
Show, contact Richard Krampetz 
at 204-864-2817.

Jan 20-21 – Rocky Mountain Fan-
ciers Summit. All Breed/All age. 
Specialty clubs welcome. Golden 
Spike Event Center, 1000 1200 W 
Street Ogden, Utah 84404, build-
ing 3. Contact Josh Zilles at: (435) 
890-2733 or jzilles@ymail.com 
See our ad on page 11

Jan 19-21 – National Pigeon 
Association Grand National Show. 
Cancelled due to Avian Flu. For 
more information go to http://www.
npausa.com

Jan 19-21 – American Short Face 
Club Meet at the NPA Grand 
National in Amarillo, Texas. Can-
celled due to Avian Flu Contact 
Eddie Ortiz americanshortface-
club@yahoo.com

Jan 19-21 – American Archangel 
Club at the NPA Grand National. 
Cancelled due to Avian Flu. Con-
tact Mike Tempel mike_tempel@
hotmail.com 515-297-1658

Jan 19-21 – Old German Owl Auc-
tion at the NPA National. Can-
celled due to Avian Flu Questions: 
Bob at Perx Lofts 781-337-1901 or 
bobnaa@comcast.net

Jan 19-21 – Portuguese Tumbler 
Club of America National Meet. 
Cancelled due to Avian Flu. Con-
tact John Hopper (liesah@msn.
com)

FEBRUARY
Feb 11 - Indiana Pigeon Club Win-
ter Show. Hancock County Fair-
grounds. Greenfield, IN. www.
indianapigeonclub.com  See our 
ad below.

Feb 11 – American Archangel 
Club meet. At the Indiana Pigeon 
Club Winter Show. EJ Weirich 
member in charge 574-596-1074 
shadyhollowfarms3@gmail.com

Send your show date  
and information to  

staff@purebredpigeon.com. 
There is NO charge to have 
your events featured here!!

http://gmail.com/
mailto:averbeck1979@gmail.com
mailto:cg23@aol.com
mailto:jfeasel@glis.cc
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:art@ptd.net
http://jacobins.ca/
mailto:jzilles@ymail.com
http://npausa.com/
mailto:club@yahoo.com
http://hotmail.com/
mailto:bobnaa@comcast.net
http://indianapigeonclub.com/
mailto:shadyhollowfarms3@gmail.com
mailto:staff@purebredpigeon.com
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Show update  
Canadian National Jacobin Show 

January 13 & 14   2023
Portage La Prairie Manitoba

It’s hard to believe it’s almost showtime!  After literally years of 
planning everything is starting to fall into place. I have been on the 
phone daily making arrangements. There will be a wonderful slate of 
awards which will include:

14 colour classes
4 Championship awards 
2 futurity class awards
A people’s choice award
Presentations to Judges
Tribute presentations
A special gift to each exhibitor
Needless to say when we add in hall rental and the cost of 

bringing in a world class judge we are looking at expenses which will 
likely exceed $5,000 for this Jacobin show.  Entry fees, club member-
ship fees  and futurity band sales alone will not cover  these expens-
es. So we are setting up a sponsorship program to help offset some of 
the show expenses. It will be as follows:

$50 =      Bronze
$100 =    Silver
$200 =    Gold
Please let me know if you would like to be a sponsor- Contact 

Clint Robertson clint@jacobins.ca 
We already have some contributions towards the show and I 

would like to recognize those at this time:
Robert & Carolyn Ridler are offering the following cash prizes 

totaling $400
Grand Champion Jacobin-$200
Champion Young Jacobin-$100
Best Bar Jacobin overall-$100 
Fred and Mary Theolke from Crystal ND. USA have donated 

$100 usd
Dave Cavanaugh from Winnipeg is donating all the feed for the 

show and has also offered to pick up anyone flying into Winnipeg for 
the show and will shuttle them to and from the airport. This is huge 
and we cannot thank Dave enough for this.

Clint Robertson is donating the cages and judging pens for 
both the Jacobin and prairie invitational open show as well as $1000 
towards show expenses for the Jacobin show.  

Entry forms were emailed on or around December 1st with an 
entry deadline of December 21st.

Send Jacobin entries only to: 
Clint Robertson, Box 306, Amaranth, MB R0H 0B0 
phone 204-871-6526 or email to: clint@jacobins.ca
Send Open Show Entries to: Richard Krampetz
78 Morin Rd., St. Francis Xavier, MB R4L 1A8
Phone 204-864-2817 or email to: Penny51@mymts.net• 

mailto:clint@jacobins.ca
mailto:clint@jacobins.ca
mailto:Penny51@mymts.net
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By Tumi Kolbeinsson - tumikolb@gmail.com

In the Nordic countries, several Nordic fancy pigeon breeds 
are bred, some of which have a very long history, like the Danish 
Tumblers. Fredrik the Second, King of Denmark and Norway, 
imported their forefathers from India in 1572 to have in his new 
pleasure garden in Denmark. They were bred at the royal court for 
a long time. Today they are bred in many color varieties and are an 
example of excellent breeding practice. It is the breed that has the 
longest history in Iceland, even though it is not continuous.

Iceland is an island and for the longest time there were no 
pigeons, not even wild pigeons. It was not until the late 20th century 
that rock pigeons settled, probably coming from Scotland and the 
Faroe Islands. Wood doves and ring neck doves have also nested in 
Iceland in recent years and may increase in number. The first con-
firmed records of pigeons in Iceland come from falconers who came 
from England and Denmark in the eleventh century, who used them 
as live bait for falcons that were considered royal treasures and used 
for hunting games. There is an old source telling of fancy pigeons in a 
birdhouse in a monastery in Iceland in the Middle Ages and possibly 
pigeons were bred in other monasteries in the country as well, but 
there were 14 monasteries in Iceland at the time of the Reformation.

Danish traders brought fancy pigeons with them approximately 
300 years ago. For the longest time, grain was expensive in Iceland 

Tumi Kobbesnsson’s  loft in Reykjavík. Between the house and the loft the 
light (in the clouds) is the John Lennon Imagine Peace Tower. It is a tower of 
light created by his widow Yoko Ono located on small island near Reykjavík.

Gothenborg Ttumbler. Breed from Sweden. Bred in many colours.

Danish Magpie Tumbler. Old breed from Danmark. Bred in many 
colours. Originally bred at the Danish royal court.

Fancy Pigeons in 
ICELAND

mailto:tumikolb@gmail.com


as it was imported, so there was little poultry farming, 
whether it was chickens, ducks or pigeons.

In the nineteenth century, however, there are 
records that more and more people started breed-
ing pigeons as hobby. Pigeon keeping was a hugely 
popular sport for kids and teenagers for largest part of 
the twentieth century which is the reason why many 
people think pigeon breeding is just a kid’s sport. In 
the seventies and eighties many took up the homing 
pigeon sport, and there has ever since been a tight 
group that breeds homing pigeons and competes with 
them in medium-distance races of 300-400 km. In 
the eighties and nineties breeding fancy pigeons had 
become quite popular although always a marginal 
sport. Due to Iceland’s ties to the old Kingdom of 
Denmark, most pigeons were imported from there, but 
in the 1970s and 1980s there were imports of fancy 
pigeons from Scotland, England and Germany.

Around 1990, many people stopped breeding 
fancy pigeons and many breeds disappeared from the 
country. Various interacting factors caused it. Young 
people began to take up other hobbies such as comput-
ers, it became more difficult to find facilities for a loft 
after the settlement became denser, etc. When Avian 
Flu hit Europe around same time and all the hullabaloo 
concerning it many more threw up their hands and 
quit the hobby. A very few of the most stubborn 
fanciers persisted. At one time there were only old 
german owls and fantails left in Iceland.

In recent years, several old breeders have started 
again, like myself, and occasional newcomers who 
have never had pigeons before. However, we are few. 
Social media like Facebook where information and 
photographs of beautiful birds can be easily shared are 
uplifting. This is especially useful for those of us who 
live in isolated places like Iceland. Although many peo-
ple think that shows on social media are not exciting 

Gold Gimpels and Copper Gimpels (Archangels in the U.S.) in the loft of Magnús Magnússon. 
Both of these breeds used to be bred in Iceland in the seventies and eighties but vanished 
in the nineties when many of the old breeders quit. Few pairs were imported again from 

Denmark in 2016 and Holland 2017 - photo by Olgeir Andresson

and that the birds cannot be evaluated in the same way as when they 
are viewed on the spot, there are also exciting possibilities for such 
shows which can give many people the opportunity to follow and 
participate. In Iceland, there have been amateur pigeon shows over 
the years, but mainly to promote the sport and as an opportunity for 
breeders to meet, but never with judging.

Three times in the last 15 years, several pigeons have been 
imported from Denmark to Iceland. There have also been several 
imports from Holland: English Drummers, English Shortfaces, Indian 
fantails, Jacobins and German Nuns, Danish Tumblers, Gothenburg 
Tumblers, Barbs,  Fantails, Voorburger Pouters, German Modenas, 
Old German Owls and gold and copper Gimpels have been imported.
Twelve to fifty birds each time. In some cases, however, too few birds 
of a breed have been imported. Imported birds can be very sensitive 
and better not to import fewer than four pairs of the same breed.

As with other pets, there are those who like to breed and those Feral pigeons at the Reykjavík pond. Located downtown Reykjavík.
Photo by Hjálmtýr Heiðdal
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Left to right: Stefán Ragnarsson, Tumi Kolbeinsson and Magnús 
Eyjólfsson in front of Stefán’s home loft – he has another much larger loft 

elsewhere.  photo by Olgeir Andresson

Magnús Eyjólfsson - photo by Olgeir Andresson

who like to keep. Not every pigeon fancier likes to breed but only to 
keep beautiful pigeons and that is a fact often forgotten. 

It is very difficult and expensive to transport pigeons to Iceland. 
Although millions of migratory birds fly here every year, many of 
them surely carry most of the diseases that can affect birds; the au-
thorities make very strict requirements for imports based on the fact 

that Iceland is an isolated island where many diseases are supposedly 
unknown. A three-week quarantine is required before the birds are 
sent to the country. An official veterinarian must take a blood sample 
from each bird and test for Salmonella and Paramyxo. Birds that have 
been vaccinated may not be imported. When the birds have arrived in 
the country, a four-week home quarantine is required. •



55 – Purebred PIGEON

“PIGEONS IN THE MEADOW”
By M. Frank Cook

An outstanding newly surfaced work of art by America’s most revered pigeon artist, M. Frank Cook.  
Titled “Pigeons in the Meadow” circa 1909.  

A splendid array of birds created in classic Frank Cook style with a farm house, barns and dove cote in 
a pastoral setting.  In the distance two spectators stand at the house watching as their flock’s fly overhead, 
looking to forage in the meadow.  

This work of art is large in size measuring 3’ x 4’.  Surviving in remarkable pristine condition, it is argu-
ably the finest Frank Cook painting to surface in gouache/pastel combination.  At the time it was created, 
Frank Cook was actively breeding all 19 breeds portrayed in this painting.  Leaving little doubt that this 
work of art might have been one of his personal paintings.  

Provenance – Purchased in 1980 at a gallery in New York State by an Art Professor, kept in their pos-
session for over forty years. 

Presently in the collection of Eric L Kooker - Conserving America’s Greatest Pigeon Treasures

Editor’s Note: My apologies to Eric Kooker. This article should have been included in the  
September/October 2022 issue which featured this lovely Cook painting on the cover.
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By Tom Pritchett
The Central Fantail Club annual show is one of the finest displays 

of Fantails in the world, with some of the greatest Fantail breeders 
displaying their breeding expertise and competing for top awards. 

The judging is some of the best in the world where the most 
discerning judges evaluate the most competitive of Fantails. The 
Annual Banquet, thanks to the efforts of Earl and Grace Biedemann, 
has become the perfect end to a wonderful weekend of Fantail activ-
ity. The meal is always excellent and the comradery gives everyone a 
chance to unwind before the trip home. The presentation of awards 
gives everyone a chance to relive the excitement of the show room 
one last time. 

The 2022 event was held with the Amarillo National Pigeon 
Association Grand National Show. The Fantail hobby has staged 
several major meets there with staggering successes each time. This 
show was no exception, the Fantail fancy was well represented with 
Fantails being the third largest breed in attendance with entries from 
across the country, Michigan to Texas and New Jersey to California. 

The Amarillo venue is an excellent place to showcase the pigeon 
hobby at its very best, two large, well-lit areas that allow for wide 
aisleways and roomy judging areas. The NPA Banquet was well at-

tended and it was a pleasure to see Ray Dees receive the NPA Master 
Breeder Award for Fantails; congratulations, Ray.

This year’s show was dominated by one breeder, Andrew Kerns 
who won all three champions with some gorgeous Fantails. Andrew 
drove some twenty hours each way to place his Fantails amongst 
some of the finest the Fantail hobby has to offer. Julio Ovando was 
the judge for this event and worked hard to find the ·quality in each 
class, his excellent judging report reflects the quality of the Fantails 
in front of him. 

We had about thirty exhibitors from across the nation exhibit-
ing their Fantails, at the end of the judging on Saturday the winning 
Fantails were as follows:

Best Almond - Greg Pola. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Reserve - Daniel Young  
Best Andalusion - Daniel Young. . . . . . . . .        Reserve - bob Vincent  
Best Ash Red - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . .         Reserve - Andrew Kerns  
Best Black - Daniel Young. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Reserve - Daniel Young  
Best Blue - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Reserve	 Ray Dees  
Best Bodymark - Earl Biedermann. . . . . . .      Reserve - Earl Biedermann
Best Brown - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . . .          Reserve - Bonnie Heppner  
Best Checker - Greg Pola. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Reserve - Ray Dees  
Best Cream - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . . .          Reserve - Andrew Kerns  
Best Dun - Bob Vincent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Reserve - Bob Vincent  
Best Grizzle- Dan Young. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Reserve - Ray Dees  
Best Indigo - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . . . .           Reserve - Bob Vincent  
Best Opal - Dan Young. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Reserve - Dan Young  
Best Powdered Blue - Ray Dees. . . . . . . .       Reserve - Ray Zamora  
Best Powdered Silver- Andrew Kerns. . . .   Reserve - Bob Vincent  
Best Qualmond - Ray Dees. . . . . . . . . . . .           Reserve - Ray Dees  
Best Rare - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Reserve - Chris Ortega  
Best Red - Junior Ceballos . . . . . . . . . . . .           Reserve - Bob Vincent  
Best Saddle - Earl Biedermann . . . . . . . . .        Reserve - Noah Shields  
Best Silver - Andrew Kerns. . . . . . . . . . . .           Reserve - Andrew Kerns  
Best Tail mark - Ray Dees. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Reserve - Earl Helmer  
Best Yellow - Chris Ortega. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Reserve - Richard Holmberg  
Best White - Cosby/Pritchett. . . . . . . . . . Reserve - Andrew Kerns  
Best AOC - Richard Holmberg. . . . . . . . . .         Reserve - Ray Zamora  
Best Pied - Daniel Young. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Reserve - Cosby/Pritchett 

Grand Champion of Show to Andrew Kerns 
Powdered Silver old cock

Reserve Champion of Show to Andrew Kerns  
Silver young cock.

2nd Reserve Champion of Show to Andrew Kerns 
 Silver old hen.

Congratulations to all the winners, especially to Andrew Kerns, 
on his ‘three-peat’; you seldom see a fancier with three back-to-back 
winners in this kind of competition. Well Done!

        “A Win at Central, is a Win Indeed” •

Central Fantail Club Annual Meet
Held in Conjunction with the  2022 Amarillo Grand National
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Powdered Silver YC - Grand Champion #773 - Andrew Kerns

Best Silver - Reserve Champion - YC #700 - Andrew Kerns Reserve Silver - 2nd Reserve Champion - OH #1844- Andrew Kerns
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American 
Flying 

Tumblers
Pictured are American Flying 

Tumblers bred and owned by Tyler Mar-
tindale in Utah and his grandfather, Bill 
Martindale in Idaho. Tyler, an  internet/
media expert was raised with AFTs all 
his life from his grandfather Bill and his 
uncle, Brent Martindale. 

Tyler learned there were some AFT 
breeders still out there and created our 
American Flying Tumbler club on Face-
book – not realizing there where so many of us still breeding and enjoying 
these amazing AFT’s or “Little Yankee Tumblers,” as Gus Lichtenwald 
nicknamed them.  

All 60 members now thank Tyler for helping us all get back together 
to keep the AFTs going into the future! We invite anyone interested in 
learning more about the American Flying Tumbler to visit our AFT club 
site on Facebook. First developed in America by our founder, Gus Lichten-
wald in the 1940s,  AFT are one of the very few “old world type” Performing 
Tumblers left in the world that also show well in the show room.•  (see our 
ad in the classified section under breed clubs)

American 
Flying 

Tumblers 
- owned 
by Tyler 

Martindale
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Olde Style Saddle Tumblers –  
My Breed Of Choice

By Barry Wilson – Round Rock, Texas
I have kept pigeons since childhood when my neighbor gave me 

a pair of rollers. From that point forward I was hooked on pigeons. 
I eventually moved on to other breeds settling on LF Muff Tum-
blers for many years.  I lived in the upper midwest which made it 
a challenge to breed and keep healthy these increasingly difficult 
to raise Tumblers. At some point in the 1980’s I found and added 
the Olde Style Saddle Tumblers. Upon moving to central Texas I 
had high hopes for better breeding success with the muff Tumblers 
and improving my stud of saddle Tumblers. After my first breeding 
season and banding 130 youngsters my loft was infected with Circo 
young bird virus. Every single youngster died as they turned five  
months old, plus a few adults. The next year I had a short season with 
old birds that survived and all seemed well. The following season 
someone sent me a bird with Adeno virus which wiped out the Muff 
Tumblers and a couple breeding projects. I was at least able to stop 
the virus with the ‘Adeno Plus’ product but still lost most of my birds. 
Now 13 years later my birds are healthy and thriving. 

My primary breeds now are the Olde Style Saddle Tumblers 
and muffed Chinese Owls. A few other breeds are kept just for fun.  I 
have always found that breeds with a lot of white in the pattern, as 
with the Saddles, hold a strong attraction for me.  This breed is lively 
without being aggressive and makes good parents. This is a breed 
that we want to keep as “Old Style” with medium-length beaks, me-
dium small size, and good parenting skills. So many breeds increase 
in size over the years as well as become more difficult to raise but 
this is not a goal for this breed. 

  Here in the Deep South I begin the breeding season in De-
cember and end in early May, which usually gives me four rounds. 
Then they are separated for our long very hot summer. I do not like 
to stress my birds in any way, which I believe is key to keeping them 
healthy. Cocks and hens are given free flight on alternating days in 
summer until the hawks migrate down in fall. Giving them free flight 
helps them burn off energy and keep them in good form. They do fly 
and occasionally flip once or twice but they do not kit well. I have 
tried letting my Ruby Rollers raise them and then train them with 
young Rollers but they do not have the endurance or ability to fly like 
Rollers. The cocks, when given free flight, are especially active and 
love to show off clapping wings as they fly in large circles, each bird 
going in a different direction. 

Because of our hot dry summer conditions the birds seldom 
have body mites or worms. Droppings dry up quickly and birds gener-
ally stay healthy. We do have pigeon flies, lice and in wetter spots Pox 
can be a problem but has not been for me. I prefer to cage breed my 
saddles and this arrangement works very well for breeding. I usually 
breed from 30 pair, many of which are color projects. At one time 
I had 15 colors and continue to work on more. Achieving the face 
markings on new colors is a ongoing project requiring good record 
keeping. It’s easy to become frustrated and end up with too many 
birds that are still not close to what you want. However I enjoy my 
projects and never give up hope. 

  The primary focus of this breed are the markings. The saddle 
pattern itself should have clean margins separating the white from 
the color. The head is the real challenge. It should contain a forehead 
snip of white, a white dot above each eye and a bib connecting side 
to side with a colored cheek area on each side. The rump and hocks 
must also be white and muffs should be at least 4” long. I have found 
that getting all these features and more to standardize in a bloodline 
is a huge ongoing challenge. It seems some colors are easier (black, 
red, yellow) than others to abstain the best markings. Most of my 
breeders are stock birds which produce show quality. Some pairs 
also ‘click’ better than others at producing really well marked birds. I 
make the first cull at banding time when I can clearly see mismarks. 
Once a youngster is weaned I keep them until the final molt as I have 
learned that they often improve with face markings as they mature. 

This is a challenging but rewarding breed to raise. If interested, 
join our club of friendly helpful breeders and look for this breed at 
the shows. • (see our ad in the classified section of this issue)
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Bob Fragoman
Bob Fragoman (New York) well known as a breeder of Muff Tumblers, 

passed away September 29. 2022 in his sleep from bone cancer.  Bob was a 
driving force in the Western Tumbler Club as President in the 1980s and 90s. 

He succeeded in his goal of recruiting over 100 club members for the 
Centennial Tumbler Show and remained active with his birds to the end. He  
also wrote a regular column in the former APJ called “Come Along With Us”. 

Bob was generous with his birds and opinions and promoted his favorite 
breed by traveling long distances to support a show of Tumblers. We commu-
nicated weekly over the years and his friendship will be greatly missed.

                                                       — submitted by Barry Wilson

Saddle Muffs
By Bob Fragoman

I received my first Saddle Muffs in the 1950s and if I remember cor-
rectly, I bought them from Al Conway, a local young man who at the time 
swapped pigeons and anything else with feathers. Locally, they were also 
known as American Flying Tumblers. I entered them in the New York State 
Fair and by associating with other exhibitors, I learned that there was a 
world of other pigeon shows out there.

Next I started to show with the Pigeon Fanciers of Rochester, in Roch-
ester, New York. There I met a couple of gentleman who had several colors 
of Saddles and most of their birds were very well marked. 

The late Al Grace, from Buffalo, New York loved to fly his Saddles and 
hear them  clap their wings. 

Then I discovered the Louisville Young Bird Show and I eventually 
joined the Western Tumbler Club there. I was elected the President of the 
W.T.C. and along with Barry Wilson we promoted the Saddle Muff and we 
had some very good shows of Saddles.

The last Saddles that I banded were in 2012, when I had to cut back on 
my birds. I still had my Modern Muffs and I was taking on a new project. 
Something had to go, plus the Saddles were producing some clear eggs. My 

The first few paragraphs of one of Bob Fragoman’s 
monthly columns for LF Tumblers in the American Pigeon 
Journal, May/June 1992 issue, page 52. Thirty years ago 

but still relevant and great advice!

wife told me that I was breeding them too close. 
I never got back into the Saddles due to lack of 

room plus health and getting older. It is getting hard-
er to take care of what I have now, but if anything 
happened to my Modern Muffs, I would a call my 
good friend Barry Wilson for some more Saddles. • 
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Iranian High Flyers + Tipplers =  
Champion Flyers

By Hamid Zia - Toronto, Canada

Hot summer days and hot pigeon flying 
competitions are two inevitable parts of 
pigeoning in Iran. Every year between June 
22nd to July 22nd thousands of fanciers 
compete in a traditional match has been held 
between two fanciers at a time, called “Ge-
row.” In a Gerow, competitors fly anywhere 
between 21 to 1500 pigeons, usually on the 
same day. Whoever has the higher average 
time is pronounced the winner. Because these 
fanciers are not competing in a league of any 
sort, unfortunately we don’t know officially 
who gains the best time.

But Mr. Sirus Chenari, 68 years old, has 
a different story. Back in the 1990s in Europe, 
where he flew birds, Mr. Chenari placed World 
Champion titles several times. In the years 
1993, 1997, and 1999 he managed to win the 
first place for both young and adult and 
longest day. 1993 was the year that he was 
announced the “General Champion,” due 
to several first places and also the most 
number of birds in each kit (11& 8). In 1997, 
Chenari took his chances and performed an unorthodox move. He 
flew three young birds for the longest day competition (19:23h) and 
he used the same young birds for young bird competition(19:01h). In 
1999 he repeated the same unorthodox move and registered 19:38h 
for the longest day and 19:12h for the young birds’ competitions. 

A few years later he returned to his hometown of Babol, Iran. 
where he worked on his bloodline. According to him, his bloodline 
contains Iranian Highflyer, English Tippler, German Tippler, Belgian 
Tippler and some other high and low flyers. His main purpose was to 

create a strain that could fly in a large kit 
for several hours. Once he flew 51 pigeons, 
but couldn’t succeed as he expected. Once 
he flew five birds in order to set a new 
record but unfortunately one bird got dis-
qualified by going over the night. 

On May 12th, 2022 he tried with 11 
birds, for a different purpose. In Iran, com-
petitors love to fly great numbers of birds. 
This reduces their average, and lowers the 
hours way below the ones recorded inter-
nationally. For example, the best average 

for 300 birds is 6 hours or so. It has become a tradition that quantity 
is preferred to quality, to the point that some fly 1200 to 2000 birds 
in a competition. When Mr. Chenari agreed to fly 11 birds for 14 
hours straight, a lot of fanciers made fun of him. But at the end of 

Sirus Chenari pictured in a 
European Pigeon newspaper for 

his flight of 19 hours and  
23 minutes
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the day it was a 14-hour flight. No one can beat that with high 
numbers of flown birds. He changed a tradition that has been 
damaging Iranian Highflying Pigeons as endurance flyers and 
competitions. He showed everyone if we make this decisione 
and put our backs into it, it is easy to fly birds for long hours. 
Even though he used mixes of Iranian High Flyers with some 
other breeds,  he brought it to light that, IHF also can fly for 
long hours. It is not a show bird like Show Tipplers or perfor-
mance bird like Turkish Tacklas or Birmingham Rollers. 

He believes if fanciers change the way they compete, they 
will gain long sweet hours.•

All birds pictured are from the loft of Sirus Chenari

Chenari’s Diploma awards for his birds’ long flight times
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Classified AdsClassified Ads
& Club Listings& Club Listings

Items or Birds For Sale or Wanted

MULTIPLE BREEDS
Frillbacks, Valencian Figuritas, 
Franconian/Arabian/Bokhara 
Trumpeters, Pigmy/Saxon Pouters, 
Dutch Highfliers, Nuremberg 
Larks, Nuns, Jacobins, Modern Or. 
Frills, Srebniaks, Zitterhalls. – Tally 
Mezzanatto - NPA, NPCC, AFC Master 
Breeder. TallysPigeonParadise@yahoo.
com  909-797-9757. (S022-S023P)

Breeding English Trumpeters, Nuns, 
English Carriers, Domestic Show 
Flights, Dragoons, Barbs, Exhibition 
Homers, Komorners, Helmets, House 
Pigeons, Egyptian Swifts, Berlin Short 
Face, Volga Tumblers, African Owls, 
Fantails, English Pouters –  John 
Heppner, Seven Breeds NPA Master 
Breeder. 3040 Godfrey Ave. Gilroy, CA 
95020 Ph. 408-848-3399. (JA22-MJ23p)

Rare Colors in English Trumpeters, 
Bokhara Trumpeters, Hungarian 
House Pigeons, Huebin and Bastin 
Saddle Racing Homers, West of 
England, Roller, Gabriels and 
others – Cedar Mist Lofts, Mike 
Owen 501-329-2377 Cell 501-472-
4783 or alohamikeowen@hughes.net 
(ND21-SO22p)

Flying Oriental Rollers, Horseman 
Pouters, Rare Colored Racers, 
Catalonian Tumblers and more – Alan 
Bliven   www.circuslofts.com (ma21-jf22p)

Danes and Flights –  in all colors. 
Tippler Caps, Homers and a variety of 
other pigeons. Gerald Ford - 845-683-
1263 (JF22-ND22P)

Hollanders, Capuchines, Helmets, 
White Homers, Rollers – Order Young 
birds now. Dave “The Baker” Gawronski  
917-691-4118 or Don Cremeans 720-
856-1571  (MA21-JF22P) 

American Giant Homers, Auto Sex 
Texan Pioneers, Utility recessive 
red Carneau & coming soon French 
Gros Mondain –  Clifton D Padgett  
cliftonpadgett56@gmail.com  or 
620-640-4709 (MA22-JF23p)

Saxon Spot and Schmalkaldeners – 
Yellow, Red and Black. Herbert Deutch 
856 983 2729 (MJ-SO22p)

FOR SALE BY BREED
AMERICAN FLYING 
TUMBLER

Rare AFTs – great performers – all 
colors and patterns – developed 
from originals for 50 years – R. Kim 
LaFlamme 541-597-2871 laflamme@
earthlink.net (MA22-JF23P)

ARCHANGEL

Archangels – Multiple colors. Marv 
Jones 352-382-0443 (JF21-ND21p)

Archangels – Copper and Gold 
Blackwings – Perry Mueller 314-631-
3772 perrymueller58@icloud.com  
(MJ22-MA23p)

CATALONIAN TUMBLERS

Catalonian Tumblers – White Tails 
and Friar Caps. Stock imported from 
Barcelona. Will ship. John Rossner 
845-527-7475. rossnerj@yahoo.com 
(JA21-MJ22P)

CHINESE OWL

Quality Stock in several colors – Rick 
Tucker 815-973-7971 or  coopscoop@
comcast.net (ND21-SO23P)

CLASSIC OLD FRIL

Classic Old Frills – Several Colors. 
James Jensen 801-842-8219 
(SO21-JA23p)

ENGLISH LONG FACE 
TUMBLERS

English Long Face Muffed Tumbler – 
Proven winners. Larry Deckert 714-906-
9052 (MA22-JF23p)

Self and Barred Muffs. Many colors 
and over 50 years – Tom Evans. 310-
425-5717. tomevans51@yahoo.com 
(SO22-JA23p)

LFCL Black Self Tumblers, Also 
Cream, Silver & Mealy Bars – Excellent 
Show Quality. Roland Teed 435-
592-5676 teedsharmony@Q.com  
(SO22-JF23p)

Clean Leg Tumblers – Bald and White 
Selfs. Text me 920-793-2976 Ron 
Prausa (ND22-SO23p)

ENGLISH TRUMPETERS

NPA Master Breeder –  50 Years 
experience. $50 up. Bob Nolan 949-
542-9799. robertbobnolan@gmail.com 
(JF22-ND23p)

FLYING FLIGHT

Outstanding foster parents and flyers 
– $20 each. Bob Nolan 949-542-9799. 
robertbobnolan@gmail.com(JF22-ND22p)

All colors –- Greg West 859-635-6149 
(JA21-MJ22P)

FRENCH MONDAIN

French Mondains – Call or tex 812-575-
7180 Steve Helfich (ND22-SO24p)

GABRIEL

Gabriels – in several colors. Cedar Mist 
Lofts, Mike Owen 501-329-2377 Cell 
501-472-4783 or alohamikeowen@
hughes.net (MJ20-MA23)

GERMAN BEAUTY HOMER

German Beauty Homers – Recessive 
Red and Yellow, also Opal. Dave 
Lindner 215-723-9851 davelindner.
pigeons@gmail.com (MA21-JF22p)

German Beauty Homers – all colors at 
reasonable prices, young birds only. Call 
Dan Davis 505-281-1153 (MA 22-MJ23p)

GERMAN & TRIGANINO 
MODENAS 

German & Triganino Modenas –  Dave 
Lindner 215-723-9851 davelindner.
pigeons@gmail.com (MA 21-JF22p)

Quality German Modena – for sale. 
Call Orie Casciato at 412-956-4177 
(MJ22-MA23p)

GIANT HUNGARIAN 
HOUSE

Pageant and National champions –  
$100 each. Bob Nolan 949-542-9799. 
robertbobnolan@gmail.com (JF22-ND22p)

Giant Hungarian House Pigeons – 
Raising over 100 young each year 
in all colors. Cedar Mist Lofts, Mike 
Owen 501-329-2377 Cell 501-472-
4783 or alohamikeowen@hughes.net 
(MJ20-MA22F)

HAMBURG STICKEN

Hamburg Sticken – Bars and Checks in 
Red, Yellow, Silver and Blue. Art Carte 
916-722-0127 (JF21-ND21p)

HELMET

Helmets occassionally for sale – 
James Jensen 801-842-8219 (ND 

22-SO23p)

HOLLE CROPPER

Pageant & National champions. 
$50 up – Bob Nolan 949-542-9799. 
robertbobnolan@gmail.com (JF22-ND23p)

INDIAN FANTAIL

Indian Fantails with quality – Maynard 
Coblentz 320-852-0615 (JF22-ND23p)

JACOBIN

Bred with a Master Breeder’s Touch 
– and a working person’s wallet. All 
colors, literally. NPA, PJC, CJC Master 
Breeder 818-462-3486 Drew Lobenstein 
- drewloben@yahoo.com (ND21-SO24P)

Proven Championship Quality. Most 
colors – Doyle Zimmerman 715-506-
0466 doyle_z@hotmail.com (ND22-SO23p)

Several colors – Show  or Stock – 
John Manckia mrmanckia@gmail.com 
(JF21-MA21p)

KAZAN – ROSTOV 
TUMBLERS

Kazan - Rostov Tumblers – Sandy 
Sauls. ottmar688627@gmail.com or 
260-525-4301 (MJ19-JA21P)

KINGS

Large Utility Kings – Youngster $30, 
Breeders $50. Mike A. Wilson 507-
313-1716 mikemaneast@yahoo.com 
(ND20-SO21p)

KOMORNER TUMBLER

Komorner Tumblers – Magpies and 
Whites. Charlie Brown 615-642-1416 
(JA21-MJ22P)

KONIGSBERG MOORHEAD

Konigsberg Moorhead Tumblers – All 
Colors. Call Ben Poffenberger 937-623-
5024 (ND20-SO21p)

When Contacting our Advertisers, 
Please Mention that you saw their Ad 

in PUREBRED PIGEON

LEBANON

Umari – blue bronze bar or bronze 
check - $40 each. Tony Massa 330-257-
6892 (MJ21-SO21p)

MININDIAN FANTAILS 

Minidian Fantails – Various colors 
from Chrissy Rapp and Gary Cline Loft. 
Jaime Guzman 530-253-3078 leave 
message (SO21-JA22p))  

MODENA

Gazzi Modenas – 14 for sale. Dennis 
Weyrauch stock. Call for pricing. Charlie 
Berryhill 941-586-2992 (JF21-ND21p)
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NORWICH CROPPER

Championship Quality –  $50 
each. Bob Nolan 949-542-9799 
robertbobnolan@gmail.com 
(JF22-ND22p)

ADVERTISERS – PLEASE CHECK 
YOUR DATES at the end of your 
classified:  Example (MA219-JF22p)  

Your classified began in the March/
Arpil 2019 issue and ends with the 

January/February 2020 issue.  Please 
contact us to renew your subscription  
at staff@purebredpigeon.com or 615-
851-9674  JF = January/February, MA 
= March/April, MJ = May/June, JA = 

July/August, SO = September/October, 
ND = November/December

OLD DUTCH TUMBLER

White Selfs and Grizzles –   John 
Valencia 760-217-0132 - call leave 
message, text  or johnvdreamhomes@
yahoo.com (ma21-JF22p)

OLD DUTCH TURBIT

Old Dutch Turbits – Blacks, Blues, 
Reds, Mealies and their dilutes. Birds 
occasionally for sale. Tony Flagg at 
229-328-5642 or  tflagg333@gmail.
com (SO20-ND21p)

OLD GERMAN OWL

Old German Owls – Master breeder 
and member of the Old German 
Owl Club. Also breeding Portuguese 
Tumblers. Mike Spencer 385-290-
7291 or mikecspencer@comcast.net 
(JF19-ND21p) 

ORIENTAL FRILL

Blondinettes and Satinettes. 
Pandemic Overload! – Tom Berich 
412 596 1460 (jf21-nd21p)

POMERANIAN POUTER

NPA National Champion – Starting 
at $75. Bob Nolan 949-542-
9799 robertbobnolan@gmail.com 
(JF22-ND23p)

PORTUGUESE TUMBLER

Portuguese  –  Almond, Brander, Red. 
German Imports and offspring. Joe 
Powers  717-246-4972 Dreamcatcher_
dwarfs@comcast.net (MJ21-MA22P )

POUTER & CROPPER

Quality English Pouters, Old 
German Croppers and Reverse Wing 
Pouters – Great birds at great prices! 
Frank Barrachina , 909-797-9757 
Frankbarrachina@aol. com (JF21-ND22P)

Granadino and Marchenaro Pouters 
– Young birds available. John Lis 610-
207-0706 (JF21-ND21p)

Norwich croppers, Brunner 
pouters and Pigmy pouters 
– in all colors available at this 
time. Mike Craft 815-429-3689 
Iroquoispoutersandcroppers@gmail.
com. (SO21-JF22p)      

Bohemian Pouters – 30 years 
of dedication to breeding quality 
Bohemian Pouters.  Help bring 
America’s pouter back from the brink 
and into the show hall.  Young birds 
available year round. Ryan Bateman 
(503) 724-7834 (ND21-SO22)

RACING HOMER

White and Colored Homers – $10 
each. Bob Nolan 949-542-9799 
robertnolan@gmail.com (JF22-ND23p)

White Racing Homers –  AU banded, 
race or dove releases. Mated pairs 
$45 pair – squeakers $15 each. 
Colored racing homers - $35 pair. Rick 
Wied  920-619-2130 (SO21-JA22P)

Raising White Homers since 1997 
– Quality birds at a fair price. Young 
birds $20.00 each and pairs $100.00. 
Hundreds sold yearly. Jack Berkey, 
Office number: 352-821-9969 and cell 
352-223-8382. (ja21-mj22p)

Quality Racing Homers – Bred to 
Fly. Almonds, Kit. Blue Pied Buitta, 
Black Spangled Debocg, Red & Yellow 
Trentons, others. Arwyn Taugner 530-
675-9003 taugnersretreat.com or 
ataugner@yahoo.com (ND22-ND24p)

White Grizzle Racing Homers – $75 
Young Birds.  Mike A. Wilson 507-
313-1716 mikemaneast@yahoo.com 
(ND20-SO21P)

Quality Racing Homers – Bred to Fly!  
Black, Almond, White and Andalusian. 
Larry Unden 916-967-7897 or 916-
671-0837 (MJ21-MJ22p)

All colors – Greg West 859-635-6149 
(JA21-MJ22P)

Mike Ganis, Mona Lisa x 
DaVinci Bloodline Racing Homers – 
Cedar Mist Lofts, Mike Owen 501-329-
2377 Cell or alohamikeowen@hughes.
net (JF22-ND22)

RAKOVNIK ROLLER

Rakovnik Roller – Red, Yellow, Black, 
Blue, Silver. Richard Conway 707-786-
4907 (SO21-JA22p)

RARE BREEDS

25 breeds – Greg West 859-635-6149 
(JA21-MJ22p)

ROLLER

Rollers for Sale – Julia Shipman, 
Illinois - 618-943-3063 (SO22-JA23)

Roller – Flying Type. Will ship $15.00 
each. Norman Martin 618-375-7806 
(SO21-JA22p)

Rollers - Bred from George Mason 
Birmingham Roller imports – The real 
deal. $50 each plus shipping. Email for 
details and photos. Jonathan Spodnick 
- Spodlaw@aol.com (JF21-ND21p)

Jaconette Family of Birmingham 
Rollers – $10 or free to Junior 
members. Charlie Berryhill 941-586-
2992 (JF21-ND21p)

Birmingham Rollers – Rick Mee 
Bloodlines. Best I’ve ever had. Jaime 
Guzman 530-253-3078 leave message 
(SO21-JA22p)

Ted Mann World Champion South 
African Competition Rollers – Cedar 
Mist Lofts, Mike Owen 501-329-2377 
Cell or alohamikeowen@hughes.net 
(JF22-ND22)

SELJUK TUMBLER

Seljuk Tumblers – Anya Ellis 309-
235-0558, seraphim1@revealed. net 
(MA20-JF21p)

SERAPHIM

Seraphim from The Angel Maker – 
Anya Ellis 309-235-0558, seraphim1@
revealed.net (MA20-JF21p)

SHEFFIELD HIGH FLYER

Sheffield High flyers – $30. Mike A. 
Wilson 507-313-1716 mikemaneast@
yahoo.com (ND20-SO21P)

SWALLOW

Swallows – Quality birds available 
starting this fall.  Perry Mueller 314-
631-3772 perrymueller58@icloud.com  
(MJ22-MA23p) 

TIPPLER

Purebred Tipplers – Lovett, Hughes 
and Sheffield lines. $60 a pair. Turk 
Allen 410-500-6207 (c)

UKRAINIAN SKYCUTTER  

Ukrainian Skycutters – Top quality 
Cerpasty and Tortsovey flights, any 
color. Greg Dobran 347-612-5493 or 
Instagram #skycutters718 (ND20-JF23) 

VALENCIAN FIGURITAS

Valencian Figuritas – NYBS 
Champions, Master Breeder. Whites, 
reds, yellows. Leon Tucker 757-
477-9572 No birds to sell presently. 
(MJ21-MA22P)

WEST OF ENGLAND 
TUMBLER

West of England – Mottles, Blacks, 
Selfs, Andalusians, from George 
Garcia Loft. Jaime Guzman 530-253-
3078 leave message (JA21-MJ22p)

West: White and Tortoise Shell – 
Sandy Oelschlegel, soelschl@gmail.
com, 423-807-0633 (SO22-JA23p)

WING 

Thuringer Wing – Many color patterns. 
Also TSwallows and Field Color 
Pigeons. Dave Holloway - dianne. 
holloway@frontier.com 503-648-7893 
(ND21-SO22P)

BREED CLUBS
American Archangel Club –  working 
toward quality Archangels in the U.S. 
National and state meets. Dues $10. 
Contact Mike Tempel at 515-297-1658 
or www.ArchangelPigeon.com - club 
website (JA21-MJ22f)

American Flying Tumbler club – 
Learn all about the Old World type, 
small performing flying tumbler / with 
classic old  show appeal, “in all colors” 
– The American Flying Tumbler was 
first created by Gus Lichtenwald in 
the early 1950’s and continued by a 
few dedicated breeders to carry on his 
goals, see them on our FB club site 
at = American Flying tumbler club, on 
facebook – or call - Tyler Martindale 
801-420-6899 - martindale.tyler211@
gmail.com 

American German Beauty Homer 
Club – Information and newsletters. 
Dues, $10. Izzy Didion, 5691Edmonds 
Rd. Bellevue, OH 44811 Ph. 419-483-
5276. ididion@frontier.com (JA 21-MJ22P)

American Owl Club – Promoting the 
breeding and showing of the beautiful 
and challenging African Owl. Quarterly 
bulletins and shows around the 
country with a friendly group of people. 
Contact Tim Heidrich at 770-862-
1983 or ourwinghaven@bellsouth.net 
(MJ18-MA19p)

American Pigmy Pouter Club – 
Promoting the “Worlds Greatest 
Show Bird.”  Bi-Monthly Newsletters. 
Two Big Shows, Pouter & Cropper 
Extravaganza with NYBS and 
Annual All-Age Meet at Fremont, 
Ohio. For more info  contact: Mike 
Pope 910 Dixie Airport Rd. Madison 
Heights, VA 24572  E-mail Mike_
Pope @hotmail.com Website: http://
americanPigmypouter.angelfire.com 
(2021-JA22p)
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CLASSIFIED PRICES
70 cents Per word x Per issue 

(minimum of two  
issue insertion)   

Classifieds are for  
PAID Subscribers only.  

Every ad must include your  
first and last name   

SEND TO: Purebred Pigeon,  
108 Freeman Hollow Ct,  

Goodlettsville, TN 37072 or  
staff@purebredpigeon.com 

REMINDER 
When moving,  

be certain to request that your 
magazines be forwarded.  
Most Post Offices won’t  
automatically forward  

magazines unless a request is 
made. Thanks!!

▼▼▼
Upcoming Issues

 

January/February 2023 
Women in the Hobby

March/April 2023
Show Reports

November/December
Old German Owls

Is Your Club interested in a 
Feature? Call or email for  

more info! Please support your 
breed with ads & articles!

ADVERTISERS – PLEASE CHECK 
YOUR DATES at the end of your 

classified: Example (MA22-JF23p) Your 
classified began in the March/April 2022 

issue and ends with the January/February 
2023 issue.  

Please contact us to renew your 
subscription at staff@purebredpigeon.com 

or 615-851-9674  
JF = January/February | MA = March/April | MJ = 
May/June | JA = July/August | SO = September/

October | ND = November/December

American Short Face Club – 
New Members always welcome. 
Dues $15, multiple supported 
shows. Eddie Ortiz,  917-861-3456,  
Americanshortfaceclub@yahoo.com  
(SO21-JA22p)

American Show Racer Association 
– join us in breeding and showing the 
“Bird of Dignity.” Contact Mike Conway 
Sec/Treasurer/Band Director at 
conway5211@aol.com  (f) 

Auto-Sex Texan Pioneer Association 
International – Dual Purpose breed, 
auto-sex and faded. Clifton Padgett 
620-640-4709 cliftonpadgett56@gmail.
com or Nick Vlasek 830-238-3202 
nickvlasek1@icloud.com (ND20-SO22p)

Central Fantail Club – Motivated to 
promote the fantail into the future. We 
are open to creative ideas to help bring 
in new members and strengthen the 
club. Contact: Earl Biedermann, 7780 
E David Dr, Tucson AZ 85730. Ph. 520-
745-5979 www.centralfantailclub.net 
(JA20-MJ21p)

Empire Short Face Tumbler Club –  
Est. 1947 – Multiple Shows per year. 
Monthly Newsletter. Contact Paul 
Boccanfuso - 718-605-0795 (JF21-ND21p)

National English Trumpeter Club – 
4 Bulletins a year. Shows nationwide. 
Sponsor of National Young Bird Show in 
Louisville, KY. Adults $15 year; Juniors 
$5 year; Family $20. Contact Virgil 
Smith, Jr. - Secretary/Treasurer, 515 S. 
Roberts Ave. El Reno, OK  73036 Email: 
vsmithjr226@gmailcom - Make checks 
and money orders payable to: National 
English Trumpeter Club (JA20-MJ21p)

National Pouter and Cropper Club 
– Online bulletins, great meets, and 
keepsake awards. Help with all your 
pouter matters. Dues, $15. Frank 
Barrachina, Secretary, PO Box 720061, 
Pinion Hills,Ca. 92372 (JF22-ND22P)

Old German Owl Club – Timely 
newsletters and shows throughout 
North America. Contact 203-951-9505, 
contactus@ogoc.org or http://www. 
ogoc.org or facebook. Look for our OGO 
auction at the following shows: Louisville 
YBS, The Pageant, Des Moines, and 
the National. High quality birds of all 
ages and colors. A great way to improve 
your stock or a good way to start raising 
OGOs. At the shows, look for auction 
times in our OGO area. Any questions, 
Bob Perx Lofts 781-337-1901 or 
bobnaa@comcast.net (JA16-MJ21f)

Olde Style Saddle Muffed Tumbler 
Club – Contact Kevin & Claudia Gum 
618-749-9942 or kcgum@hotmail.com 
(ND22f) 

Voorburg Shield Cropper Club of 
America – A super friendly pouter with 
a personality that is hard to match. 
Dues $20.00 Johnnie Johnson, 208 
Sandwood Cir., Park River, ND 58270.  
Voorburg@polarcomm.com  or 701-
331-1299 (SO21-JA22p)

Join the Western American (English) 
Trumpeter Club –  Four outstanding 
bulletins. Summer and Fall shows plus 
the Classic in January. Adults - $25, 
Family $35,  juniors $7.50. Send dues 
to Karen Fraire, 24234 Central Ave., 
Descanso, CA 91916 (JA21-MJ22p)

Western Tumbler Club – Promoting 
English Long Face Tumbler (Clean Leg and 
Muff) since 1898. New members always 
welcome. Dues $10. Ron Teixeira, 
bravaloft@gmail.com (JA21-MJ22P)

ALL BREED CLUBS
Carolina Pigeon and Dove Association 
– new club n North Carolina. Come Join 
Us! Bogdan bogdanpan123@gmail.com or 
Kevin Moths kevy73@bellsouth.net (f)

MOKA Pigeon Club – serving MO, OK, 
KS, AR state areas. Annual YBS and 
All Breed show. Contact Melissa Lynch, 
20782 20th Rd, Parsons, KS 67357 
620-778-4236 rhinestonecowgirl_87@
yahoo.com Facebook page. (MA22-JF23)

St. Louis Metropolitan Pigeon 
Fanciers Association – All Breeds Club. 
Dues $10/yr. St. Louis Pigeon Club on 
Facebook. Contact Chris Auer,. ph. 
314-412-0308 or auercg23@aol.com 
(JA22-MJ23p)

The German Modena Association 
–  Tim Heidrich 404-922-4960 or Brad 
Stuckey at 318-792-8693 or visit our 
Facebook group. 

Minnesota State Pigeon Association 
– Welcoming all breeds and new 
members. Annual sponsor of the 
North Star Classic all breeds show in 
November. Dues $5 Junior, $10 Single, 
$15 Family. Visit us on the web at www.
MinnesotaStatePigeonAssociation.com.  
Membership - Patti Dietzel, 12355 134th 
Street, Cologne, MN 55322 ph. 952-
303-9948  (SO21-JA22p)

North Dakota Pigeon Association – 
Monthly meetings, Potluck meal, Bulletin 
with photos, Fall Show. Supporter of the 
NPA Legacy Fund Trust. Dave Knittel, 
Secretary, 701-739-3977 email- david.
knittel@und.edu (SO21-JA22p)

Southern Pigeon Cub – www.
southernpigeonclub.com or 
southernpigeon@gmail.com  
(MA22-JF23F)

Virginia Pigeon and Dove Association 
– Three annual shows including our 
big Fall show with 1000+ entries. NPA 
Affiliate Club. Dues $10 per year. 
Contact Chris Raines, crlofts@gmail.
com or www.vpdausa.org (JF19-ND21f)

PIGEON ITEMS
Thousands of Poultry and Pigeon 
collectible gifts and goodies – that you 
can buy from Diane Jacky’s online gift 
shops. Great ideas for special events 
and other occasions. Apparel, posters, 
stickers, plates, mousepads, clocks, 
tiles, neckties, mugs, ornaments, 
magnets, postage stamps, dog shirts, 
aprons and more. www.dianejacky.com 
(SO22-JA23p)

PigeonMagazines.com – for books and 
magazines. Arthur Clarke, 734 461-
0190 (JA20-MJ21P) 

Books and Magazines – Antique, 
Vintage and New Pigeon, Poultry, 
Automobile. Send email, text or 
phone. Owen Kalland 1-408-839-9901 
oakjacboklofts1@aol.com (MJ21-MA22P)

www.pigeon cote.com – books, 
magazines, curios, health advice, 
history. John Verburg

NPA Standards Book in color – Go 
to www.NPAUSA.com - over 200 
written  standards of perfection for show 
pigeons, many with color illustrations. 
Used by all pigeon judges in the U.S. 
(free ad in support of the NPA)

WANTED
Pigeon book collections wanted –  
Arthur Clarke, 734 461.0190 (JA21-MJ22P) 

Wanted – Rzhev Startails. Jeb Sillar 
815-587-5898 (ma21-JF22p)

Wanted – Strassers. John Scotto 
scottojohn537@gmail.com (ND22-)

Wanted – M. Frank Cook, A. O. Schilling 
Paintings, Photos and Prints. Eric L. 
Kooker, P.O. 100, Quakertown, Pa 
18951 267-242-4676 or e_kooker@
msn.com (jf21-ND21p)

Wanted M. Frank Cook or other pigeon 
paintings –  (originals not prints). staff@
purebredpigeon.com or 615-851-9674
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